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This June, the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) held a 
summit to discuss the food crisis. The meeting 
was attended by 181 countries, 43 of which 
were represented by heads of state; 60 non-
government and civil society organizations; 
and 5,159 individuals, of which 1,298 were 
journalists. These numbers illustrate the 
rising concern for world food security that 
dominated headlines in 2008 as nations 
around the world began to focus on fertilizer 
inputs as part of a security strategy. 

This year, the world witnessed both food riots 
and fertilizer riots. Plant nutrients became 
a hot commodity – being one of the most 
effective ways to increase crop yields in the 
face of increasing global population and the 
quest for improved and diversified diets. As 
consumers became more engaged in food 
prices and the economy, and policymakers 
focused on food security, The Fertilizer 
Institute (TFI) worked to expand the public’s 
understanding of production agriculture and 
the nutritious benefits our industry provides 
at a relatively small cost.

The fertilizer industry has a wonderful 
story to tell. Our products have a role in 
food production but also contribute to land 
conservation. Without them, more than 
two billion people would starve and more 
land would have to be set aside for farming 
purposes. Fertilizer products are drawn from 
nature and applied to fields by the world’s 
top stewards – farmers who understand and 
respect their land. Fertilizer is truly a crucial 
strategic commodity.

Throughout all of its programs, TFI staff and 
members remained focused on sharing this big 
picture story – fertilizer as a global strategic 
commodity – while continuously emphasizing 
fertilizer’s greater role – its inspiring 
contributions in food production.

We are grateful for the support TFI received 
in 2008 and with continued communication 
and input from our members, we are confident 
in our ability to meet the demands our 
members make of the trade association that 
represents their interests.

Letter  
from the  
President

FOrd B. WesT

“ Throughout all of its programs, TFI staff 
and members remained focused on sharing 
this big picture story – fertilizer as a global 
strategic commodity.”
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The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) is the leading 
voice in the fertilizer industry, representing the 
public policy, communication and statistical 
needs of producers, importers, wholesalers 
and retailers. TFI provides its members with 
a strong voice in the public policy arena, 
just as TFI’s predecessors did for more than 
100 years. TFI’s voice is powerful because of 
the strength and efforts of its membership 
working together for a common cause. 

TFI is proud to represent the commercial 
fertilizer industry in the United states; 
an industry that has a distinguished 
heritage. Issues of interest to TFI members 
include security, climate change, energy, 
transportation, the environment, and worker 
health and safety.

TFI has established a solid record of legislative 
and regulatory victories, which have afforded 
America’s farmers with the tools necessary 
to produce bountiful crops to feed a growing 
nation and world. 

As an association, TFI is driven to provide the 
best results for its members and believes that 
every task undertaken must be accomplished 
accurately, expeditiously and economically.

History

TFI traces its roots back to 1883, when a 
group of visionary industry leaders met to 
form the National Fertilizer Association 
(NFA). The founders of this association 
worked together to promote total industry 
growth, just like TFI’s current leaders.

Ten years later in 1893, fertilizer 
manufacturers from Indiana, Kentucky, 
western New York, Ohio and Tennessee 
formed The Fertilizer Manufacturers of 
the West. A similar association for “eastern” 
fertilizer manufacturers, The Chemical 
Fertilizer Manufacturers Association, was 
formed in 1897. In 1901, the two groups 
joined to form the Fertilizer Manufacturers 
Association (FMA). In 1925, FMA and 

About 
 The Fertilizer 

Institute
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NFA merged, and once again there was one 
National Fertilizer Association.

In 1955, NFA became the National Plant 
Food Institute (NPFI), and in 1969, a 
successful merger between NPFI and the 
Agricultural Nitrogen Institute (ANI) 
resulted in TFI.

TFI Leadership

TFI is governed by a 39-member board 
of directors, representing the importing, 
manufacturing, wholesale and retail sectors 
of the fertilizer industry. The board advises 
TFI on broad public policy goals and in turn, 
TFI staff works together with several working 
committees to put initiatives in place. In 
addition, the executive committee of the board 
is comprised of TFI’s president, the chair and 
vice chair of the board and up to 14 other 
board members.

To accomplish its mission, TFi has established the 
following strategic initiatives:

   To represent, promote and protect a sound fertilizer 
industry through legislative and regulatory activities 
at the federal, state and local level.

   To effectively address issues impacting TFI member 
companies.

   To promote a favorable public image of the fertilizer 
industry and agriculture.

   To share knowledge about the fertilizer industry with 
members, government and the agriculture industry on 
issues relating to fertilizer and the farm economy.

TFI’s mission is to represent,  
   promote and protect the  
    fertilizer industry.



TFI’s members are at the heart of the 
association and this philosophy is the 
foundation of every initiative the association 
undertakes. Whether it’s working to secure the 
continued safe transportation of anhydrous 
ammonia or helping field media calls, TFI 
always has the interests of its members in 
mind. In addition to legislative and regulatory 
assistance in 2008, TFI continued to provide 
its members with information resources and 
the individualized customer service for which 
it is so well known. 

TFI currently has 179 members, including 
72 regular members that are directly 
involved in the production, trade or sale 
of fertilizer. In addition, TFI has 58 
associate members that provide products 

or services for the fertilizer industry; and 
works closely with 49 state association 
members that represent the fertilizer 

industry in their respective states. 

in 2008, TFi garnered 25 new members.  
They include: 

Abocol, Bogota, Colombia
Actafert, Dubai, united Arab emirates
Advanced Microbial solutions, llC, Pilot Point, 

Texas 
Agrotain international llC, st. louis, Mo.
American Plant Food Corporation, Galena  

Park, Texas
Burlington Northern Santa Fe, Fort Worth, 

Texas
Canadian national railway, Montreal, QC, 

Canada 
Chs Crop nutrients, st. Paul, Minn. 
Fuel Tech, inc., Batavia, ill. 
Freeport McMoran energy llC, new Orleans, la. 
Ferns Australia Company Pty ltd., Bibra lake, 

Australia
Grupo Fertinal s.A. de C.V., Mexico City, Mexico 
indagro s.A., Tampa, Fla. 
integer research limited, london, united 

Kingdom
MC “urAlCheM” ltd., Moscow, russia
Monke Brothers Fertilizer, Waterloo, Neb.
Morgan stanley Company, new York, n.Y. 
Morral Companies, llC, Morral, Ohio
nitron international Corporation, Greenwich, 

Conn.
Peabody energy, st. louis, Mo.
Peconic Partners llC, new York, n.Y.
ritter Crop services, Marked Tree, Ark. 
solvadis gmbh, Frankfurt, Germany
specialty Process Consulting, llC, Pocatello, 

idaho
Wilbur-Ellis Company, Treasure Island, Fla. 

Member 
Services

4
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TFI members receive weekly electronic 
summaries of fertilizer-related news as covered 
in the national media outlets via TFI NewsBrief; 
the association’s weekly letter from the president, 
TFI Report to Members, which includes TFI 
Market Update; and the association’s monthly 
newsletter, TFI Advocate.

strong information, facts and numbers are 
essential to explain the fertilizer industry 
in today’s fast-moving environment.  TFI’s 
economics department generates data that is 
only available through the association and is 
complimentary to all dues-paying members. 
This robust statistical package includes 
eight reports that provide timely fertilizer 
industry economic information such as 
fertilizer production, inventories, trade and 
disappearance and operating costs, as well as 
feedgrade phosphate sales. In addition, TFI 
works with the Association of American Plant 
Food Control Officials to compile Commercial 
Fertilizers – a state-by-state summary of 
fertilizer sales by product – available at a 
reduced rate for TFI members.

TFI offers its members reduced meeting 
registration rates for its major meetings. In addition, 
TFI waives the suite booking fee for member 
companies wishing to rent a suite to conduct 
business during the Fertilizer Marketing Business 
Meeting and the World Fertilizer Conference; 
where members can also exhibit for free.

TFI and representatives from the 
Department of Homeland Security 
and the House Homeland Security 
Committee at Terra Nitrogen’s 
Yazoo City, Miss., plant.

Top: TFI Vice President of Scientific Programs 
Bill Herz visits Dyno Nobel.
Left: TFI Vice President of Member Services 
Pam Guffain at Knox Fertilizer.
Right: TFI Director of Government Relations 
Bob Tadsen visits the Asmark Institute.
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Whether it ‘s meeting with congressional 
representatives and federal agencies, 
developing Web portals to spread information 
about new initiatives or coordinating radio 
broadcast interviews to communicate with 
farmer customers, all of TFI’s activities help 
promote the fertilizer industry and its role 
in the broader agriculture community. In 
2008, TFI secured eight opportunities for 
its members to testify during legislative and 
regulatory hearings in Washington, d.C., and 
submitted 27 sets of comments to federal 
agencies to ensure that regulations are fair and 
take unique aspects of the fertilizer industry 
into consideration. TFI input on regulation is 
highly beneficial to the industry. For example, 

TFI was successful in removing urea reaction 
products from the environmental Protection 
Agency’s High Production Volume rule. This 
means that no further testing on urea reaction 
products by manufacturers will be required.

TFI fielded hundreds of media calls to 
properly describe the industry’s role in a wide 
range of issues such as world food production, 
security, energy, environmental stewardship, 
supply and demand, and transportation. In 
addition, TFI participated in the political 
process through its political action committee, 
FerT PAC, which hosted several fundraisers 
with members of Congress.

Highlights from 2008  

Gavilon Fertilizer, LLC’s Brian 
harlander and ryan Burke with 
Karl rove

Jeb Bush; Intrepid Potash’s  
r.l. Moore and Van rucker

Kansas Agribusiness Retailers Association’s 
Tom Tunnell and Jeb Bush

TFI Vice President of Public Affairs Kathy 
Mathers; TFi Vice President of economic 
services harry Vroomen; and richard Brock
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Meetings and Conferences 

TFI held two successful marketing conferences 
this year giving members and industry 
representatives the opportunity to meet with 
their peers. This year’s Fertilizer Marketing 
and Business Meeting, which was held Feb. 
4-7 in Orlando, Fla., and World Fertilizer 
Conference, which was held sept. 8-10 in 
seattle, Wash., featured distinguished lectures 
from former Florida Governor Jeb Bush; 
richard Brock, president of Brock Associates, 
an agricultural commodity advisory firm; Karl 
rove, a political analyst for Fox News and 
former deputy chief of staff and senior advisor 
to President George W. Bush; and Friends of 

Belarusian Potash Company’s Shelley Weathers; 
Kirby Agri, Inc.’s Carroll Kirby; and Willard 
Agri-Service of Frederick, Md.’s Billy Willard

Jeb Bush; PotashCorp’s William J. Doyle; and 
Intrepid Potash, Inc.’s Robert Jornayvaz

In the spotlight
TFi disseminated 21 press releases  

in 2008.

Attendance at TFi meetings:

Fertilizer Marketing Business 
Meeting: 614

World Fertilizer Conference: 
748 representing more than 50 
countries around the world

north American Fertilizer 
Transportation Conference: 145

Fertilizer Outlook and Technology 
Conference: 185

TFi was quoted or referenced in 114 
articles from Feb. 1 - Aug. 13, 
2008. These publications reached  
a total circulation of 8,821,350. 

During the 2006-2008 election 
cycle, FerT PAC raised more than 
$150,000.



the World Food Program (WFP) President 
and CeO Karen sendelback.

In addition, TFI also held the North 
American Fertilizer Transportation 
Conference (NAFTC), in conjunction 
with the Canadian Fertilizer Institute, and 
the Fertilizer Outlook and Technology 
Conference, in cooperation with the Fertilizer 
Industry round Table. specifically, the 
NAFTC provided ample opportunities 

for dialogue on rail, barge and truck 
transportation issues between shipper 
and carrier members. during the outlook 
conference, members, financial analysts, 
business consultants, agricultural and trade 
press representatives, and government 
economists received updates on the volatile 
commodity markets in 2008 and projections 
for what lies ahead.
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harvestFest: 
TFi Director of 
Government 
Relations Kris Ballweg; Rep. Jim Costa (D-Calif.); and TFI 
Vice President of Government relations Katherine english

n2O Abatement Workshop: TFI’s Climate Change, and 
environmental health and safety Task Forces

PotashCorp’s William J. Doyle  
and the Gates Foundation’s  
Dr. rajiv shah

The Andersons’ Denny Addis; The Mosaic 
Company’s Jim Prokopanko; TFI’s Harry 
Vroomen; CF Industries, Inc.’s Rosemary O’Brien; 
and TFI’s Pam Guffain

Highlights from 2008  



HarvestFest 

TFI held its third annual HarvestFest 
on the evening of sept. 18. The event 
presented a great opportunity to celebrate 
the contributions of fertilizer to agriculture 
and abundant, nutritional harvests around 
the nation. This year’s celebration brought 
together more than 300 guests from 
Capitol Hill offices, regulatory agencies and 

agricultural groups, as well as several members 
of Congress. In addition to celebrating the 
bounty of fall harvest, the event provided an 
opportunity for TFI to promote fertilizer’s 
positive contributions to the agricultural 
sector. each guest was encouraged to take 
home a pumpkin with a tag highlighting an 
important fact about fertilizer’s vital role in 
ensuring a safe and abundant food supply.

9

Karl Rove; Terra Industries Inc.’s 
Michael Bennett; The Andersons’ 
Denny Addis; and TFI’s Ford West

Meeting of TFI’s Environmental 
health and safety Council

Intrepid Potash, Inc.’s Robert Jornayvaz; The Andersons’ 
Mike Anderson; James Weathers; and Sen. Johnny 
Isakson (R-Ga.)

harvestFest: TFi President  
Ford B. West and Rep.  
Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.)

HarvestFest: TFI’s Kathy Mathers 
and Rep. John Salazar (D-Colo.)

HarvestFest: TFI’s Pam 
Guffain and Rep. Mazie 
Hirono (D-Hawaii)

FerT PAC hosts rep. 
Bennie Thompson 
(D-Miss.)

FERT PAC hosts Rep. Tim Walberg 
(R-Mich.)
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This year, the price volatility in commodity 
markets drew particular interest. The increase 
in fertilizer prices due to the rising global 
demand for major fertilizer nutrients was 
followed by a downturn in financial markets 
in the waning days of 2008. TFI devoted 
a significant amount of time to providing 
its membership, as well as the agricultural 
community, policymakers and the media, with 
the tools that are necessary to understand 
the fundamental forces driving the fertilizer 
supply and demand situation. 

Combining the expertise of its economics, 
government relations and public affairs staff, 
TFI positioned fertilizer as a global strategic 
commodity and described the combined 
effects of the growing world population; the 
growth of the middle class in developing 
economies; the declining value of the U.s. 
dollar; the U.s. ethanol boom; and increased 
energy and transportation costs.

Communication Tools
To assist its membership in communicating 
the complex factors contributing to the global 
fertilizer supply and demand situation, TFI 
developed a robust presentation, which 
was made available to members for use in 
discussing fertilizer supply and demand 
with their employees and customers. The 
presentation was also a key resource in TFI 
staff outreach initiatives during visits to 
member companies; participation in state 
association and industry meetings; visits with 
policymakers; discussions with the industry’s 
farmer customers and grower groups; and 
communication with the media about the issue 
of global demand for fertilizer nutrients.

Throughout 2008, TFI continued to co-brand 
and distribute copies of its highly successful 
“supply and demand, energy drive Global 
Fertilizer Prices” brochure. Capitalizing on 
this communication opportunity, TFI adapted 
a version of the briefing paper for use by a new 
audience including golf superintendents and 
other businesses and individuals maintaining 
recreational surfaces that require fertilizers. 

Fertilizer is  
a Global 
Strategic   

Commodity   

TFI briefs congressional staff members on 
fertilizer supply and demand.
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Reaching out to the  
Agricultural Community
TFI utilized its partnership with the National 
Association of Farm Broadcasters (NAFB) 
to communicate directly with the industry’s 
farmer customers on the issue of fertilizer 
supply and demand. For example, in August 
2008, TFI President Ford B. West conducted 
a three-part interview that highlighted the 
factors responsible for the price of fertilizer. 
TFI also held multiple meetings with 
grower groups and participated in the 2008 
Commodity Classic to meet face to face with 
U.s. crop producers and discuss fertilizer’s 
role as a global strategic commodity.

Communicating with the Media
The fertilizer supply and demand situation 
drew significant attention, not only from 
fertilizer industry trade media, but also from 
main stream media sources including U.S. 
News and World Report, Dow Jones News 
Service, The Wall Street Journal, The New 
York Times and Barrons. TFI coordinated 
responses to all of these media inquiries 
that highlighted fertilizer’s role as a strategic 
commodity. Notably, in April 2008, TFI and 

its membership contributed to The New York 
Times article, “Cost and shortages Threaten 
Farmers’ Crucial Tool: Fertilizer.” The article 
emphasizes the remarkable role that chemical 
fertilizers have had in boosting crop yields, 
decreasing malnourishment and improving 
lives around the world. 

Educating Policymakers
TFI took a pre-emptive approach in discussing 
fertilizer supply and demand with members 
of the U.s. House and senate agriculture 
committees, hosting briefings for committee 
members and staff in February and July 
2008. TFI also provided fertilizer supply 
and demand information to members of the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC); U.s. 
department of Agriculture (UsdA) secretary 
ed schafer; UsdA Chief economist Joseph 
Glauber; and dr. Wen Huang of UsdA’s 
economic research service. 

Additionally, Terra Industries Inc. President 
and TFI Chairman Michael L. Bennett 
testified on behalf of TFI and its membership 
before the U.s. senate republican Conference 
at a hearing titled “More American 
energy: Lowering the Cost of energy and 

Balancing the Family Budget.” Bennett’s 
testimony outlined the serious threat from 
the nation’s ongoing natural gas crisis and its 
potential negative impact on U.s. nitrogen 
fertilizer production capabilities. 

Setting the Record Straight
This year, the FTC conducted an 
investigation into fertilizer prices. The results 
stated that “the recent fertilizer price increases 
are primarily attributable to rising global 
demand for agricultural crops, both as food 
sources and as inputs for biofuel programs.” 
TFI was one of many parties asked to 
participate in information sharing during the 
investigation, providing FTC with a history 
of the industry, as well as recent supply and 
demand changes in the global market, relating 
their impact on the domestic market.

TFi Chairman Michael  
Bennett testifies on the  
natural gas crisis.

TFI’s Ford West and TFI’s Kathy 
Mathers at the Commodity 
Classic.

TFi Director of Communications  
estelle Grasset interviews with  
an nAFB representative.

In the spotlight
number of fertilizer supply and 

demand presentations and 
briefings by TFI staff in 2008: 
more than 50

Average number of downloads 
per month of the supply and 
demand issue briefing paper  
in 2008: 1,376

Average number of hits per  
month to the most popular 
portion of TFI’s Web site, 
                22,763
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As food riots broke out in more than 30 
nations around the world this year, the issue 
of food shortages emerged as a serious global 
threat with social, political and economic 
implications. While the factors that have 
created the food crisis are multiple and 
complex – including higher global prices 
for energy, a drought of underinvestment 
in agriculture and the first ever demand-
driven food cycle in modern times – one of 
the necessary components in the solution 
is the use of fertilizers to further increase 
the efficient, environmentally sensitive and 
responsible production of food for the world.

In order to support its advocacy efforts 
and share the fertilizer industry’s role in 
feeding the world’s growing population, 
TFI developed a new briefing brochure that 
calls for the environmentally sound use of 
fertilizer to produce record crops every year 
in order to meet escalating demand for food 
and agricultural products. TFI’s brochure was 
developed with member input and defines 
one strong industry message that lays the 
foundation for all discussions about fertilizer’s 
role as a strategic commodity.

Fertilizer is a Strategic Commodity 

In 2008, nations around the world realized 
that the environmentally responsible use 
of fertilizer is among the most effective 
strategies to increase yields of nutritional 
crops. Fertilizer is of critical importance to any 
nation’s food security strategy. Indeed, as the 
International Fertilizer development Center 
notes “no country has been able to expand 
agricultural growth rates and eliminate hunger 
without increasing fertilizer use.” Within 
the global market and with increased global 
demand for fertilizer nutrients, TFI helped 
U.s. policymakers understand the strategic 
importance of fertilizer and the impact 
domestic legislative and regulatory policies will 
have on the production, distribution and use 
of these crucial nutrient resources.

Fertilizer’s  
Role in  

World Food 
Production

In the spotlight
Fertilizers are now responsible for  

between 40 to 60 percent of world  
food production.

since its release in June 2008, TFi has 
distributed more than 18,000 copies 
of its “Fertilizer’s Role in World Food 
Production” brochure.

The united nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization estimates that the total 
world demand for agricultural products 
will be 60 percent higher in 2030 than 
it is today.
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The Challenge for the Future 

The environmentally sensitive use of fertilizer 
nutrients will help feed a population that 
grows by 80 million people each year, while 
using the same amount of farmland. during 
the last 100 years, the rate of population 
growth increased to such an extent that 
more efficient farming methods weren’t just 
desirable but essential to avoid massive famine. 
Through its work with the International Plant 
Nutrition Institute, the fertilizer industry is 
promoting more than 130 research projects 
worldwide that continue to feed new scientific 
information into cropping systems to better 
enable those systems to use the right fertilizer 
nutrients applied at the right rate, right time 
and right place and sustainably increase crop 
yields and food quality.

Addressing World Hunger 

TFI members focus on long-term objectives 
and benefits, funding global research and 

development projects that promote the 
ecological intensification of crop production. 
While these projects are crucial in securing 
bountiful harvests around the world, these 
will take time to complete. As a means to help 
provide immediate relief to the world’s hungry, 
TFI and its members this year announced a 
$200,000 industry donation to the Friends of 
the World Food Program (Friends of WFP), a 
U.s.-based non-profit organization dedicated to 
building support for the United Nations World 
Food Program, the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization. Like the fertilizer industry, it 
focuses on the short-term and long-term 
initiatives which will help solve the world food 
crisis and promote self sufficiency for developing 
nations. WFP goes above and beyond basic 
food distribution by implementing programs 
designed to eradicate the root causes of hunger, 
lay the foundation for self-sufficiency, and 
enhance economic growth. 

TFI Public Affairs Specialist Sarah 
Monke responds to questions 
from an nAFB representative.

Zodma, 13, and other WFP 
recipients examine their crops. 
The food they grow will help feed 
their families.

TFI Vice Chairman Robert Jornayvaz; TFI’s Ford West; 
TFI Chairman Michael Bennett; and TFI’s Kathy Mathers 
discuss fertilizer’s role in world food production.

TFI’s new “Fertilizer’s Role in 
World Food Production” brochure
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In June 2008, the Lieberman-Warner Climate 
security Act, the first piece of legislation to 
address greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) to 
be seriously considered in the U.s. Congress, 
was introduced in the U.s. senate. Although 
the legislation was only debated for a matter of 
days before it failed to clear procedural hurdles 
to reach a vote, its introduction provided the 
first glimpse of what federal efforts to reduce 
GHG emissions may mean for agriculture.

Understanding the Emerging  
Issue of Climate Change

The Lieberman-Warner debate not only 
revealed the complex nature of the climate 
change issue, but also solidified the fact that 
federal climate change policy will have a 
serious economic impact on a wide range of 
industries. TFI commissioned a study by 
doane Advisory services to help examine 
and better understand the potential effect of 
the Lieberman-Warner bill on the industry’s 
farmer customers and the agricultural sector.

The doane study revealed that if climate 
change legislation, in the form of a cap and 
trade system such as the Lieberman-Warner 
bill, were to pass, it would increase production 
costs of eight U.s. crops by as much as $6-12 
billion, in turn leading to a significant decrease 
in farm income. 

Communicating with the 
Agricultural Sector

The doane study was one of the only research 
tools that surfaced during the debates which 
specifically examined the impact of climate 
change policy on the agricultural sector. 
TFI reached out to the broader agriculture 
community to help communicate these results 
to U.s. farmers and received praise from the 
agriculture community for the timeliness 
and precision of the report. specifically, 
American Farm Bureau Federation President 
Bob stallman stated: “We commend TFI for 
undertaking this important study on climate 
change, which could not come at a more 
critical time with the pending Lieberman-
Warner bill in Congress. This study is very 
helpful to Farm Bureau in assessing the 
impacts of the Lieberman-Warner legislation 
on our producers.”

TFI also collaborated with the National 
Association of Farm Broadcasters (NAFB) 
to conduct and disseminate an interview with 
TFI President Ford B. West to share the 
results of the doane study with U.s. farmers. 
during the broadcast, West outlined the 
possible implications for farmers, including 
the fact that production costs per acre could 
increase by $60-100 within the next decade if 
climate change legislation such as Lieberman-

Efforts to  
Reduce 

Greenhouse  
Gas Emissions
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In the spotlight
number of downloads of the Doane 

study from www.tfi.org since its 
release in June 2008: 84,777

Potential impact of climate change 
policy on the agriculture sector  
as reported by the Doane study: 
$6-12 billion

Projected increase in production cost 
per acre in 2020 if cap and trade 
climate change policy is voted into 
law: $60-100 per acre

Warner were to become law. Additionally, 
West encouraged farmers to educate 
themselves on the specific impact that climate 
change policy may have on their farming 
operation using the doane study, which 
includes U.s. department of Agriculture crop 
production statistics that make it possible 
for farmers to assess the specific impact that 
potential climate change policy may have on 
their production costs. 

Educating Policymakers 

As Congress began consideration of federal 
climate change policy, lawmakers took action 
to gather more information about how various 
industries may be impacted. Lawmakers held 
a number of hearings on varying aspects of 
climate change to facilitate their understanding 
of the breadth and depth of this sweeping 
legislation across all industries. On June 
19, West testified before the House energy 
and Commerce Committee energy and Air 
Quality subcommittee regarding the potential 
impact of climate change legislation on the 
fertilizer industry and its farmer customers. 
TFI outlined the serious threat certain climate 
change policies pose to the fertilizer industry, 
U.s. farmers and food consumers in the 
United states and around the world. 

Top: TFI’s Ford West testifies 
on the potential impact of 
climate change legislation on the 
fertilizer industry and its farmer 
customers. 
Middle: TFI’s Climate Change 
Task Force meets. 
Bottom: The Doane study

“ We commend TFI for 
undertaking this important 
study on climate change, 
which could not come at a 
more critical time with the 
pending Lieberman-Warner 
bill in Congress. This study is 
very helpful to Farm Bureau in 
assessing the impacts of the 
Lieberman-Warner legislation 
on our producers.”

—American Farm Bureau Federation 
President Bob stallman
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The fertilizer industry is a global industry – one 
that relies on extensive webs of traffic networks 
to deliver its nutrients to the fields where they 
will yield healthy and abundant crops. In the 
United states alone, fertilizer is transported by 
rail, truck, barge and pipeline from the production 
site to a fertilizer terminal or to a dealer or farm 
cooperative for formulation into other fertilizers 
or direct application in the field. stable shipping 
prices help America’s fertilizer industry and farming 
community plan ahead for their planting season.

rail transportation is essential to moving 
fertilizer products and is the safest way to 
transport anhydrous ammonia – the least 
costly and most effective source of nitrogen 
for U.s. farmers. Nevertheless, railroads 
are aggressively increasing their rates and 
instituting other charges to try and force 
essential chemicals off of their lines, at the 
expense of American agriculture, and are 
asking to be relieved of their common carrier 
obligation to haul anhydrous ammonia.

In 2008, TFI and its members worked closely 
with the railroads to find a business solution to 

the issue and continued the industry’s efforts to 
educate federal agencies about the likely impact 
that relieving railroads of their obligation to 
haul anhydrous ammonia would have on the 
environment, highway safety, food security, 
energy costs and the farm economy.

Positioning the Industry  
and its Products

Testimony and Advocacy: Through repeated 
testimonies at hearings held by the surface 
Transportation Board (sTB) and meetings 
with federal agency representatives, TFI and 
its members emphasized ammonia’s essential 
contributions to our nation’s food and energy 
security, further stating that it is also a vital 
raw material for many industrial applications 
and consumer products and plays a key role 
in U.s. environmental policy since it helps 
reduce nitrogen oxide emissions from power 
plants. TFI pointed to the fertilizer industry’s 
continued efforts to work with the railroads, as 
well as to the historically high safety record of 
anhydrous ammonia transport by rail.

Distribution 
of Fertilizer 
Products

PotashCorp’s Bob Felgenhauer 
testifies at an April 24 STB 
hearing.

Terra Industries Inc.’s Nick DeRoos 
testifies on the safe transportation of 
anhydrous ammonia by rail.

From left to right: TFI’s Ford West; Illinois Fertilizer 
and Chemical Association’s Jean Payne; The McGregor 
Company’s Alex McGregor; Patrick Groomes of Kirkland & 
ellis, speaking on behalf of CF industries, inc.; and Terra 
Industries Inc.’s Joe Giesler testify at a July 22 STB hearing.



In the spotlight
TFi and its membership secured 6 

testimonies over the course of 
2 STB hearings on the railroads’ 
common carrier obligation.

TFi and 6 member company 
representatives testified 
before the Federal railroad 
Administration and the Pipeline 
and hazardous Materials safety 
Administration on an improved 
rail tank car for Tih materials.

A single rail car of ammonia 
produces approximately 128,000 
bushels of corn, which can feed 
approximately 1600 cattle or 
produce 345,600 gallons of 
ethanol.
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Grassroots Activities: The railroads 
announced their request for the sTB to 
issue a policy statement that would require 
shippers to indemnify railroads in the event 
of an accident and toxic-by-inhalation (TIH) 
release. TFI strongly opposed this proposal 
and made its position known to the sTB, 
further encouraging all of its members to 
submit letters to their congressmen, urging 
them to contact sTB Chairman Charles 
Nottingham and oppose any such action.

Defining One Industry Message: This year, 
TFI updated its transportation brochure, a 
key tool in outlining the industry’s challenges 
and initiatives. The brochure now features 
TFI and its members’ latest efforts to work in 
a close cooperative effort with the railroads to 
maintain the high safety record of anhydrous 
ammonia transport by rail.

Seeking a Business Solution

TFI and its members generated a business 
solution to the railroads’ concern over liability, 

offering to purchase an excess insurance policy 
and make it available to the railroads in the 
event of an accident involving a release of 
anhydrous ammonia. Under the proposal, TFI 
members would enter into an agreement with 
the Class I railroads whereby shippers would 
assume part of the cost of liability insurance 
for the transportation of anhydrous ammonia, 
in exchange for rate restructuring on 
anhydrous ammonia at a level to be negotiated 
between a railroad and each ammonia shipper. 
If an agreement can be made with all the 
railroads and shippers, TFI would work with 
the Association of American railroads on an 
overall liability cap through Congress. TFI 
and its members met with all Class I railroads 
throughout the year to discuss the initiative.

Improved Safety of Railroad  
Tank Car Transportation

The department of Transportation (dOT) 
issued a notice of proposed rulemaking for an 
improved railroad tank car for TIH chemicals, 
including anhydrous ammonia. TFI and its 
members support continued efforts to enhance 
the safe transportation of hazardous materials. 
In its efforts, TFI emphasized that dOT alone 
has the authority and responsibility to mandate 
safety standards and raised concerns with the 
implementation process, particularly focusing 
on the implementation timeline; the Volpe 
Center research to quantify the relevant dynamic 
forces acting on railroad tank cars in an accident 
scenario; pre-1989 cars; the use of 286,000 pound 
cars; interim cars; top fittings; and security.
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Two years ago, TFI’s Board of directors 
charted a new and exciting course for the 
association by directing TFI to become 
the lead sponsor of a soils exhibit at the 
world’s most visited natural history museum. 
Through a $1 million donation in the name 
of the Nutrients for Life Foundation, TFI 
embarked on its first endeavor into the world 
of philanthropy as the lead sponsor of the 
smithsonian Institution’s National Museum 
of Natural History’s “dig It! The secrets 
of soil” exhibit. TFI, its membership and a 
number of fertilizer industry scientific experts 
collaborated to advocate for and provide input 
on the sections of the exhibit showcasing 
fertilizers’ contributions to food security and 
a healthy environment. After several years of 
planning, the 5,000 square foot exhibit opened 
its doors to the public on July 19.

 “dig It!” opened as reports of the global 
food crisis echoed throughout the world, and 
policymakers and the public were beginning 

to understand the need for record 
crop production every year to 

keep up with the demands of 

a growing population. soils are a reservoir of 
life and healthy soils are a critical component 
of ensuring that farmers around the world are 
able to produce abundant crops. Fertilizers 
make the difference between dirt and soil 
and are crucial to replenishing soils harvest 
after harvest. The sponsorship of “dig It!” 
has proven to be a timely and innovative 
opportunity for TFI and its membership 
to share the story of the fertilizer industry’s 
crucial role in nourishing soils and meeting the 
demands of feeding a growing world. 

Satellite Media Tour  
Featuring Chuck Leavell

TFI and the Foundation commemorated 
the opening of “dig It! The secrets of soil” 
with an entire day of media outreach that 
began with a series of interviews that were 
conducted live from the exhibit with rolling 
stones keyboardist, environmental advocate 
and tree farmer Chuck Leavell. More than 25 
interviews were broadcast on major networks 
in markets across the United states during 
network affiliate broadcasts of Good Morning 

Dirt or Soil: 
It’s All 

About the 
Nutrients!  

Media Preview: rep. Jim Costa 
(D-Calif.); USDA Secretary Ed 
schafer; and Chuck leavell

Opening reception: smithsonian 
institution national Museum of 
natural history Director Cristian 
samper and TFi Vice Chairman 
robert Jornayvaz

Media Preview: CF 
Industries, Inc.’s Steve 
Wilson and USDA 
secretary schafer



America and the Today Show. Throughout the 
interviews, Leavell described the exhibit and 
emphasized the contributions of nutrients and 
soil to food production. 

Media Preview

Prior to the exhibit opening, TFI participated 
in a media preview featuring remarks from 
U.s. department of Agriculture secretary 
ed schafer; reps. Jim Costa (d-Calif.) and 
Tom Latham (r-Iowa) representing the U.s. 
House soil Caucus; soil science society of 
America (sssA) President Gary Peterson; 
smithsonian Institution senior scientist 
and “dig It!” curator dr. Pat Megonigal; 
National Museum of Natural History 
Associate director elizabeth duggal; and 
CF Industries, Inc. President and CeO steve 
Wilson, who spoke on behalf of the Nutrients 
for Life Foundation. Given its timing, which 
coincided with continued media coverage of 
food shortages and the need for increased 
crop production around the world, the media 
preview of “dig It!” attracted significant 
attention from a wide range of media sources.

Celebrating “Dig It! The  
Secrets of Soil” Opening

Prior to the exhibit’s unveiling to the public, 
TFI sponsored a reception attended by more 
than 500 individuals who had the opportunity 
to experience the exhibit first hand with the 
curator and sssA members who initially 
approached the smithsonian with the idea to 
develop a soils exhibit. during the opening 
reception, Intrepid Potash, Inc. Chairman and 
CeO and TFI Vice Chairman Bob Jornayvaz 
delivered remarks about TFI’s sponsorship 
and the exhibit’s ability to foster a greater 
appreciation of the role modern agriculture 
plays in sustaining healthy soils among 
millions of visitors from all generations. 

Opening reception: international raw 
Materials’ Tip O’Neill; Arrmaz’s Jeff Walker; 
The Earth Institute at Columbia University’s 
Pedro sanchez; Ameropa north America, 
Inc.’s Nick Adamchak; and TFI’s Ford West

In the spotlight
There are more living creatures in a  

shovel-full of soil than human beings  
on the planet.

soils help sustain virtually every form of life 
on earth, but it is said that more is known 
about the dark side of the moon than 
about the earth under our feet. 

number of annual visitors to the smithsonian 
institution national Museum of natural 
History where “Dig It!” is housed: 6 million

Chuck Leavell’s interviews generated 73 
television airings and more than 300 radio 
airings reaching 29 million people across 
the united states.
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Top: Inside “Dig It!”
Middle: Keytrade Ag’s Melih 
Keyman tours the exhibit.
Bottom: IPNI’s Terry Roberts and 
Marianne roberts in the exhibit
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In order to increase world food production 
in a sustainable manner, TFI, its members 
and other industry affiliated organizations 
encourage farmers to adopt best management 
practices (BMPs) that incorporate the use of 
the right fertilizer product at the right rate, 
right time and right place. Commonly referred 
to as the 4 r paradigm, this simple BMP 
message is the cornerstone for communicating 
about nutrient management with the 
industry’s farmer customers in the United 
states and abroad.

In 2008, TFI partnered with several 
organizations to communicate the industry’s 
BMP message directly with U.s. farmers – 
the nation’s stewards who use nutrients and 
contribute to land conservation and domestic 
food production. TFI also focused efforts on 
collecting greater data about farmers’ practices 
to better understand how producers reach 
decisions about nutrient application practices 
and in turn, on educating policymakers about 
the responsible use of the industry’s products.

Understanding U.S. Farmers’ 
Nutrient Management Decisions 

After conducting a survey of farmers’ 
BMPs with the Conservation Technology 
Information Center (CTIC), TFI and CTIC 
worked closely to share the results gathered 

from close to 2,000 farmers nationwide 
– representing 2.5 million acres of U.s. 
cropland – with representatives from grower 
groups and federal agencies such as the 
environmental Protection Agency (ePA) 
and the U.s. department of Agriculture 
(UsdA). The survey helps the industry and 
other stakeholders gain a better understanding 
of BMP adoption rates on U.s. farms and 
barriers to adoption of BMPs. specifically, 
close to 60 percent of those surveyed have 
fully-adopted nutrient management plans, 
which is a strong predictor of further efforts  
to adopt additional conservation measures.

Collecting Nutrient  
Management Data 

In 2008, TFI committed a grant to the 
National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) 
that partially funds the establishment of 
the National Corn Yield Contest database. 
The new database will contain annual corn 
yield contest data from 1996-2007 and 
will facilitate research to identify BMPs 
and crucial trends in fertilizer use and corn 
yields. The sponsorship provides TFI access 
to a database of results that incorporates 
regionalized analyses of corn yield data 
and reflects comparisons with the UsdA’s 
National Agricultural statistics service.

Environmental 
Stewardship
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Communicating with the  
Nation’s Stewards

TFI furthered its relationships with grower 
groups and enhanced its participation in 
state meetings to speak directly with the 
nation’s farmers and discuss their decision 
making process. during these meetings, TFI 
emphasized the importance of partnering 
with experts such as Certified Crop 
Advisers (CCAs), who can assess soil and 
environmental conditions on individual 
farms and develop a customized nutrient 
management plan that incorporates the most 
appropriate BMPs. TFI also worked with the 
National Association of Farm Broadcasters 
to create and distribute radio broadcasts 
reminding farmers that every farm and field 
is different and every nutrient input decision 
should be weighed carefully against unique 
factors such as soil conditions, crop selection 
and weather patterns.

Fertilizer Products Are Safe

This year, the Organization for economic 
Cooperation and development (OeCd) 
approved product testing data on nitric acid 
generated by TFI and the european Fertilizer 
Manufacturers Association (eFMA) for 
inclusion into an international database of 
chemicals. Acceptance of the scientific data 

provides further credibility to TFI’s efforts 
to demonstrate that fertilizer products are 
safe and also confers regulatory approval 
through ePA’s High Production Volume data 
challenge. Approval sets the stage for these 
data sets to be utilized within the european 
Union’s registration, evaluation, Authorization 
and restriction of Chemicals (reACH) 
program, which will place stringent safety data 
requirements on companies that are active in the 
european markets. Acceptance of the data by the 
OeCd concludes international reviews of the 
set of five product testing dossiers on 25 fertilizer 
materials, which was completed in 2003.

Speaking on Behalf of the Industry

This year, TFI partnered with the American 
society of Agronomy to host a learning 
module as part of a United Nations (UN) 
learning series on sustainable development at 
the UN headquarters in New York City, N.Y. 
TFI presented to the UN Commission on 
sustainable development during a module 
entitled “A Global Tool Box to Manage 
Water and Nutrients for Agri-Communities,” 
which focused on principles of sustainable 
agriculture highlighting the fertilizer industry’s 
stewardship initiatives.

In the spotlight
About half of the TFi/CTiC survey 

respondents report following state 
soil testing recommendations.

77 percent of row crop producers who 
responded to the TFi/CTiC survey 
have existing conservation plans.

The success of the product testing 
program spans 5 categories, 25 
products and 7 years of industry 
efforts.

Top: TFI hosts a learning module at the UN.
Middle: TFI and CTIC share survey results with 

NCGA and the American Farm Bureau Federation.
Bottom: TFI and CTIC share survey results with 

EPA representatives.
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Today, the agricultural sector is being called 
upon to meet the demands of a growing world 
population in the midst of disappearing arable 
lands throughout the world and a heightened 
awareness of environmental concerns, such as 
the preservation of land and water resources, 
as well as increased focus on learning about 
the manmade influences impacting global 
climate change. The fertilizer industry plays 
a crucial role in helping the world’s farmers 
meet the extraordinary task of feeding the 80 
million people that are added to the world’s 
population each year. Additionally, the fertilizer 
industry works continuously to communicate 
its efforts regarding environmental stewardship 
by promoting the use of best management 
practices (BMPs) in the application of 
fertilizers and through its investment in 
research and development of more efficient 
crop nutrient products. In order to meet 
the demands and challenges presented by a 
growing population, all segments of agriculture 
need to work together, share information and 
combine resources. 

TFI fosters diverse partnerships with allied 
agricultural organizations in the United states 
and abroad. These affiliations complement 
TFI’s initiatives by providing economic and 
science-based expertise, as well as providing 
global and local perspectives on regulatory, 
public policy and public affairs issues  
impacting the fertilizer industry. 

International Fertilizer  
Industry Association

TFI works closely with the International 
Fertilizer Industry Association (IFA) to 

facilitate the exchange of statistics and data 
that are strategic in developing TFI’s messaging 
regarding the global fertilizer supply and 
demand situation and fertilizers’ role in global 
food production.

European Fertilizer  
Manufacturers Association

TFI collaborates with the european Fertilizer 
Manufacturers Association (eFMA) on a 
variety of global fertilizer initiatives including 
information sharing regarding the european 
Union’s registration, evaluation, Authorization 
and restriction of Chemicals (reACH) 
program. In April 2008, a successful TFI and 
eFMA partnership led to the Organization 
for economic Cooperation and development 
(OeCd) approving product testing data 
developed by TFI and eFMA for nitric acid, 
the final step in a two-year long regulatory 
review. The OeCd stamp of approval is a 
major success for the fertilizer industry and 
solidifies an essential next step towards the 
globalization of the fertilizer industry. 

International Plant Nutrition Institute

TFI also works closely with the International 
Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) on nutrient 
use issues and the benefits of fertilizer BMPs. 
Additionally, IPNI helped TFI serve as part 
of the advisory committee to develop the 
smithsonian Institution’s “dig It! The secrets 
of soil” exhibit. IPNI’s science based agronomy 
expertise is critical not only to TFI’s initiatives, 
but also to research and development projects 
that benefit a wide range of issues impacting 
the entire fertilizer industry. 

Weaving 
Partnerships
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Canadian Fertilizer Institute

TFI shares a strong working relationship with the 
Canadian Fertilizer Institute (CFI) on a variety of 
issues that impact the North American fertilizer 
industry. regular communication and interaction 
facilitate the development of strategies surrounding 
cross border issues such as transportation, security and 
conference management. The two organizations also 
closely collaborate on nutrient use issues and BMPs 
that impact the membership across North America.

International Center for Soil Fertility  
& Agricultural Development

TFI supports the efforts of the International Center for 
soil Fertility & Agricultural development (IFdC) on a 
variety of initiatives detailing fertilizers’ role in global food 
production. IFdC specializes in providing practical 
solutions to the challenges faced by public and private 
agricultural sector decision makers around the world. 

State Associations

Although federal policies have not been implemented 
on issues such as climate change and nutrient use, in 
some cases, states and regions in the United states have 
implemented policies or are in the process of developing 
regulations that affect the use and application of 
nutrients. As a result, TFI relies upon the state and 
regional agricultural associations that comprise its 
membership to be engaged in policy making processes 
that may impact the fertilizer industry at the state level.

National Corn Growers Association

TFI regularly engages with a number of national 
agricultural trade associations to exchange information 
on a broad range of issues and to work towards 
being a part of the broader agriculture community. 

specifically in 2008, TFI enhanced its efforts to 
collaborate with agricultural organizations on nutrient 
use issues by working in partnership with the National 
Corn Growers Association (NCGA) to provide funding 
for the collection and analysis of fertilizer BMP data. 
TFI and NCGA’s partnership on this initiative is 
strategic in supporting the fertilizer industry’s ongoing 
efforts to implement efficient and environmentally 
sensitive fertilizer application practices. 

Agricultural Retailers Association

TFI collaborated with the Agricultural retailers 
Association (ArA) on issues of importance to 
fertilizer retailers, such as the support of legislation 
which would establish a security tax credit for 
agricultural businesses that store agricultural  
pesticides and fertilizers at their facilities.

Top: Ford West; Bill Herz  
and Terry roberts at a  

TFi/iPni meeting
Middle: TFi, eFMA and  

CFi representatives meet  
to discuss ongoing  

issues and activities.
Bottom: TFi hosts state 

association representatives 
during a state association  
fly-in in Washington, D.C.
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Administration
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS OF JUNE 30, 2008 

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,063,993
Investments 6,285,219
Accounts receivable 27,515
Inventory, prepaid expenses, and advances 152,726
Fixed assets, net of depreciation     190,603
Deferred compensation         98,974
Deposits         23,842
Total assets $ 9,842,872

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $    208,002
Contribution payable 492,718
Dues & registration collected in advance 3,295,974
Accrued pension expense    2,055,643
Deferred compensation         98,974
Accrued severance expense       134,533
Deferred rent       103,282
Total liabilities    6,389,126

Net Assets
Unrestricted assets 3,402,590
Temporarily restricted assets (PAC)         51,156
Total net assets 3,453,746

Total liabilities and net assets $ 9,842,872 

STATEMENT OF ACTIvITIES
AS OF JUNE 30, 2008 

Revenue
Membership dues  $ 5,389,762
Conference fees     1,324,131
Publication sales          17,685
Investment and other income       (67,390)
PAC assets released for 
Contributions          69,000
Total revenue     6,733,188

Expenses
Total expenses    (5,501,767)
Decrease in unrestricted assets      (310,565)
Increase in restricted assets          13,707
Change in net assets        934,563

Net assets, beginning of year     2,519,183

Net assets, end of year   $ 3,453,746

Government
relations

53%

Administration
8%

Industry statistics
6%

Conferences
20%

Public affairs
9%

Foundation
4%

The Institute prepares its financial statements on the 
accrual basis of accounting. Consequently, revenue is 
recognized when earned and expenses are recorded when 
the obligation is incurred. The Institute is exempt from the 
payment of income taxes on its exempt activities under 
Section 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code. The PAC 
is subject to tax on investment earnings. TFI’s financial 
statements have been audited by Mitchell, Wiggins & 
Company in Richmond, Va.
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TFI is governed by a 39-member board 
of directors, representing the importing, 
manufacturing, wholesale and retail sectors of 
the fertilizer industry. The board, together with 
several working committees, advises TFI staff 
on the focus and direction of the Institute’s 
activities. In addition, the executive committee 
of the board is comprised of TFI’s president, the 
chair and vice chair of the board and up to 14 
other board members. The executive committee 
directs the Institute’s policy initiatives.

TFI’s councils and task forces, along with each 
of their objectives are listed below. 

Advanced Fertilizer Technology  
Task Force
Chair:  Tim Healey, Lange-stegmann  

Fertilizer Company 

Objective: Comprised of marketing and 
scientific professionals, this task force monitors 
public policy issues surrounding advanced 
fertilizer technology and provides a forum 
for industry discussion focusing on slow 
and controlled-release fertilizers. The group 
promotes the use of enhanced efficiency fertilizer 
products as part of best management practices.

Ammonia Task Force
Chair: Joe Giesler, Terra Industries, Inc.

Objective: To assist TFI in the development of 
policy positions regarding the transportation of 
ammonia by rail, including tank car design, and 
rail liability issues.

Climate Change Task Force
Chair: Karen Chasez, PotashCorp

Objective: To review legislation, regulation and 
science regarding greenhouse gas emissions and 
climate change. The task force is comprised of 
experts from fertilizer manufacturers, retailers 
and importers. The task force advises on industry 
strategy and develops consensus on legislative 
and regulatory developments on this issue.

Communications Council
Chair: doug Beever, Agrium

Objective: To promote and protect the 
entire fertilizer industry through joint 
communications efforts. The council serves 
as an information resource for the fertilizer 
industry and works collaboratively to portray 
the fertilizer industry in a positive light.

Councils  
and Task 

Forces



Conference Advisory Council 
Chair: david delaney, PotashCorp

Objective: To advise staff regarding future industry 
conferences. The group is engaged to offer suggestions 
and is responsible for successfully coordinating future 
meeting formats, programs, hotel venues and locations. 
The task force is comprised of representatives of TFI’s 
member companies.

Economics Council
Chair: Glen Buckley, CF Industries, Inc.

Objective: To support the association’s efforts by 
formulating a strong and consistent case for the 
industry in the legislative, regulatory and public affairs 
arenas with economic and statistical analyses. The 
council also monitors other sources of fertilizer-related 
statistical information, identifies potential inaccuracies 
or misrepresentations of the industry, initiates corrective 
action when necessary, and develops action plans to meet 
statistical needs not currently being met by existing 
sources. TFI’s Fertilizer Outlook Conference is planned 
annually by the council.

Energy Council
Objective: To assist TFI in providing information 
on issues regarding natural gas supply, Federal 
energy regulatory Commission activities, electricity 
cogeneration, and legislative and regulatory 
developments pertaining to energy issues. The council 
also works to assist TFI in developing surveys and 
briefing papers and other essential energy information 
needed for TFI’s lobbying, regulatory, public affairs, 
media and membership activities.

Environmental, Health and  
Safety Council
Chair:  david Jellerson, The Mosaic Company

Objective: To track and respond to newly-issued 
regulations relevant to the mining and manufacturing 
of fertilizer and to work with governmental agencies 
which regulate industry activities that may affect 
human health and the environment. In addition, the 
council works to collect, disseminate and inform the 
membership of all matters relating to the occupational 
and environmental health of the fertilizer industry 
and its products; promote standards for the handling 
and storage of fertilizers and fertilizer equipment 
guidelines commensurate with the engineering 
and scientific advances in the field; and provide 
educational materials and programs for the industry 
on occupational health and safety.

Farm Bill Task Force 
Chair:  Billy Willard, Willard Agriservices  

of Frederick, Md.

Objective: The farm bill task force assists TFI in 
developing policies that promote and protect fertilizer 
use in federal farm bill law and regulations. The task 
force consists of representatives from key North 
American fertilizer manufacturing, wholesale and retail 
dealer member companies. 
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Fertilizer Industry Methamphetamine  
Task Force
Co-Chairs:  Kevin dean, Terra Industries, Inc. 

dan Weber, Growers Coop

Objective: The task force consists of members of TFI, 
the Agricultural retailers Association and affiliated 
state and regional associations. The task force develops 
informational bulletins as appropriate on the use of 
anhydrous ammonia in the production of meth, the 
use of additives or other security devices, and assists in 
policy positions on meth legislation at the federal and 
state level.

Membership Task Force
Chair: denny Addis, The Andersons

Objective: The membership task force is overseeing 
TFI’s member retention and recruitment initiatives. 
The task force is also assisting staff in the development 
of membership tools and services.

Product Quality and Technology  
Task Force
Chair: Michael Hojjattie, Tessenderlo Kerley

Objective: To provide a liaison with state fertilizer 
control officials to foster uniformity and favorable state 
fertilizer laws and regulations. In addition, the task 
force seeks to address quality control problems and 
represents the industry in the International standards 
Organization. 

Security Task Force
Chair: debe Allen, PotashCorp

Objective:  To help producers, retailers and 
distributors enhance security, including security against 
a potential terrorist attack, through the development of 
security vulnerability assessment tools and information 
exchange. To collect, disseminate and inform the 
membership on all matters relating to security.

TFI/IPNI Nutrient Use Task Force
Objective: The TFI-IPNI Nutrient Use Task 
Force combines the advocacy strength of TFI with 
the agronomic knowledge of IPNI to best equip 
our industry to address nutrient use issues across 
the country. The task force aims to promote best 
management practices and addresses the need to 
preserve the industry’s ability to self-regulate nutrient 
use. The task force developed a Product Stewardship 
Brochure which addresses industry best management 
practices and illustrates the importance of using the 
right product at the right rate, right time and right 
place. In addition, a nutrient use survey with over 2,000 
farmer respondents was initiated under the task force’s 
direction.

Transportation Council
Chair: Bob Felgenhauer, PotashCorp 

vice Chair: Kevin Flahive, Koch Nitrogen

Objective: To protect the fertilizer industry’s interest 
in congressional and regulatory proposals affecting the 
transportation of fertilizer products, and to inform and 
represent the fertilizer industry on a variety of problems 
before carriers and regulatory agencies.
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Staff

Back Row: Bob Tadsen; Toby Cunanan; Valerie Sutton; Justin 
Sharbaugh; Carol Estabrook; Harry Vroomen; Ford West; Monica 
Conway; Linda McAbee; Ener Cunanan; Ann Alexander; Bill Herz
 
Front Row: Kathy Mathers; Becky Seigworth; Katherine English; 
Pam Guffain; Sarah Monke; Kris Ballweg; Estelle Grasset
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Nicholas Adamchak
Ameropa North America, Inc.

Dennis Addis
The Andersons

John Ambrose
Rentech Energy  
Midwest Corp.

Juan Ariztia
SQM North America Corp.

William Barnett
Dyno Nobel Inc.

David Benefield
Frit Industries, Inc.

Michael Bennett
Terra Industries Inc.

Qamar Bhatia
Honeywell Resins and 
Chemicals

Robert Brown
CALAMCO

Ronald Bryan
Great Salt Lake Minerals Corp.

Jordan Burns
Tessenderlo Kerley, Inc.

Farouk Chaouni
Agrifos Fertilizer Inc.

Jan Doege
K+S North America

William Doyle
PotashCorp

Fred Gill
Saskferco Products Inc.

Phil Gough
El Dorado Chemical

Brian Harlander
Gavilon Fertilizer, LLC

Robert Jones
Mississippi Phosphates Corp.

Robert Jornayvaz, III
Intrepid Potash, Inc.

Melih Keyman
Keytrade AG

Carroll Kirby 
Kirby Agriculture, Inc. 

Steven Liebelt
Dakota Gasification Co.

Hugh Loomans
Sylvite Sales Inc.

Billy Joe Miles
Miles Farm Supply, LLC

Vladimir Nikolaenko
Belarusian Potash Company

Steve Packebush
Koch Fertilizer, LLC

James Prokopanko
The Mosaic Company

Stanley Riemann
CVR Energy, Inc.

Cheryl Schmura
CHS Crop Nutrients

James Spradlin
GROWMARK

Stephen Stallons
ICEC

Ronald Stanton
Transammonia Inc.

Peter Valesares
Yara North America, Inc.

C. Richard Warner
Warner Fertilizer Co., Inc.

Ford West
The Fertilizer Institute

William Whitacre
J.R. Simplot Co.

Richard Wilkinson
Martin Sulphur

Billy Willard
Willard Agri-Service of 
Frederick, Inc.

Michael Wilson
Agrium Inc.

Stephen Wilson
CF Industries, Inc.

Edward Ruckert
Counsel   

Honorary Directors

Mona Bond
Agribusiness Association  
of Iowa

Renee Pinel
Western Plant Health 
Association

Terry Roberts
International Plant Nutrition 
Institute

CHAIRMAN Michael Bennett

VICE CHAIRMAN Robert Jornayvaz

PRESIDENT Ford West

EX OFFICIO William Doyle

Board of
Directors

Back Row: Terry Roberts; 
William J. Doyle; Renee 

Pinel; Robert Jones; Nicholas 
Adamchak; James Prokopanko; 
Hugh Loomans; William Barnett; 

Stephen R. Wilson

Middle Row: William Whitacre; 
Jan Doege; Michael Wilson; 
Brent Hart; Melih Keyman; 

Steven Liebelt; Peter Valesares; 
Phil Gough; David Benefield; 

Brian Harlander; Ronald Bryan

Front Row: Carroll Kirby; Juan 
Ariztia; Richard Wilkinson; 

Jordan Burns; Billy Willard; 
Cheryl Schmura; Robert 

Jornayvaz; Michael L. Bennett; 
Ford B. West; Robert Brown; 

James Spradlin; Stephen 
Stallons; Mona Bond; Vladimir 
Nikolaenko; Steve Packebush



820 First Street, N.E., Suite 430
Washington, D.C. 20002
202.962.0490  |  202.962.0577 fax
www.tfi.org

“ Without fertilizer, we have two billion   
      more people than we can sustain.” 

— DR. NORMAN BORLAUG, NOBEL PEACE PRIzE WINNER


