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regulations impacting fertilizer retailers 
The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) serves the public policy, 
communication and statistical needs of producers, 
manufacturers, retailers and transporters of fertilizer. The 
fertilizer industry is a highly regulated industry, and TFI  
provides regulatory assistance and knowledge sharing for  
best safety and operational practices.

To ensure worker and community safety, product quality  
and efficacy, and protection of the environment, businesses  
selling fertilizer directly to farmers (fertilizer retailers) are 
regulated under many different federal and state programs.  
The following list, while not comprehensive, details several 
regulatory requirements:

• OSHA (U.S. Occupational Safety & Health Administration) — 
requires fertilizer retailers to:

 – Maintain conditions or adopt practices that are reasonably 
necessary and appropriate to protect on-the-job workers, and 
ensure employees have and use personal protective equipment. 

 – Heed the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) for 
chemicals that present health hazards. This includes having 
material safety data sheets and labels for those chemicals, and 
training employees on safe handling.

 – Follow detailed storage and handling requirements for 
anhydrous ammonia as outlined in ANSI Standard K61.1.

• OSHA’s Process Safety Management (PSM) Regulation —  
a comprehensive 14-element program requiring:

 – Employee involvement.

 – Installation of Process Hazard Analysis and layers of protection 
to address the identified hazard.

 – Maintenance of process safety information including technical 
design basis, inspection and maintenance programs.

 – Comprehensive management of change processes  
and auditing.

Find out more at www.tfi.org
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PSM also emphasizes the management of hazards associated with highly hazardous 
chemicals and establishes a comprehensive management program that integrates 
technologies, procedures and management practices.

• Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism 
Standards (CFATS) — fertilizer retailers are regulated by the DHS through required 
comprehensive security plans and controls for certain chemicals of interest.

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) — regulations apply to fertilizer retail 
facilities through air permitting, waste management and water quality rules.  

• Clean Air Act (CAA), the Chemical Accident Prevention Provisions — require 
facilities that produce, handle, process, distribute or store certain chemicals 
(including anhydrous ammonia) to develop a Risk Management Program, prepare  
a Risk Management Plan (RMP) and submit to the EPA. 

 – This program has many similar elements to OSHA’s PSM program but is focused more 
on community protection.  The RMP includes a hazard assessment that details the 
potential effects of an accidental release, accident history and evaluation of worst-case 
release scenarios.

 – It also includes a prevention program with maintenance, monitoring and employee 
training measures. RMPs also require development of an emergency response program 
spelling out emergency health care and procedures to inform the public and response 
agencies should an accident occur. 

• Emergency Planning & Community Right to Know Act — requires emergency 
planning, release notifications, reporting of hazardous chemical storage and toxic 
chemical release inventories. Must be submitted to the EPA.

• Various State Agencies — regulate fertilizer by requiring fertilizer testing and 
reporting to ensure that the nutrient quality of a fertilizer meets its label.  

• US Department of Transportation — regulates loading and unloading practices, 
truck and vessel inspections, and proper placarding and emergency response 
requirements with special attention given to hazardous chemicals. 

• Company representatives should also meet on a regular basis with community 
first responders and attend both State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) 
and Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meetings to discuss hazardous 
materials safety and appropriate responses to emergency events.

Find out more at www.tfi.org


