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The Team approach

over the last year, the fertilizer institute’s (tfi) successes have been achieved through approaches that 
are possible largely thanks to the strong support that we receive from our member companies and their 
employees. tfi’s Board of Directors provides guidance on broad public policy goals and in turn, our skilled staff 
works together with several working committees to put initiatives and strategies in place.

tfi council and task force members are valued for their industry expertise, guidance and technical input. 
similarly, the institute’s strength as the national trade association representing the fertilizer industry lies 
in our ability to pull together the professional staff with expertise in many disciplines to work together 
and identify the best strategy to tackle every new challenge.  on every issue, tfi takes the team approach.  
Whether discussing climate change policy or transportation priorities, members from the legislative, scientific, 
economics and communications teams are at the table to ensure that the strategies tfi adopts will benefit 
from a broad understanding of the audiences we are targeting, the questions those individuals will ask and 
how to approach challenges from different angles.

every member of tfi’s staff is passionate about their work, the industry and the agriculture community, 
contributing dynamic professional ideas that continuously help the institute emphasize fertilizer’s greater role 
in producing abundant and affordable food for a growing population.  Whether dealing with a staff member 
who has been a part of the industry for more than 20 years or one who joined the tfi family in 2009, you are 
dealing with someone who has the fertilizer industry’s  best interests at heart.

As we look back on our activities in 2009, we’ll remember this year as one of many changes and challenges for 
the fertilizer industry.  following a year marked by record highs and awareness of food and fertilizer shortages, 
attention in 2009 shifted from the global food crisis to the economic meltdown.  in addition, with the 
inauguration of the 111th Congress, the process of educating policymakers and agency 
representatives about the fertilizer industry’s role in world food production began anew.

in the face of an economic recession that continues to impact global financial stability, 
tfi worked this past year to address numerous legislative and regulatory proposals that 
would impact the availability of essential plant nutrients for our farmer customers, as 
well as affect the numerous fertilizer industry jobs that contribute to local economies 
throughout the united states.  tfi successfully advanced the fertilizer industry’s 
concerns on Capitol hill throughout the year by fostering a greater understanding of 
the industry through supply and demand dynamics; its voluntary programs regarding 
security initiatives; its contributions to world food production; promotion of 4R nutrient 
stewardship; efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and commitment to the safe 
transportation of our products.

every year, tfi’s team is helping its members build a stronger case for the fertilizer 
industry in Washington, D.C., and with key stakeholders around the united states.  We 
are grateful for the support tfi received in 2009 and with continued involvement and 
support from our members, we are confident in our ability to meet the issues we will 
face together in 2010 and beyond.

leTTer from The presidenT





The ferTilizer insTiTuTe (tfi) is the leading voice in the fertilizer industry, representing the public policy, 
communication and statistical needs of producers, importers, wholesalers and retailers.  tfi provides its members 
with a strong voice in the public policy arena, just as tfi’s predecessors did for more than 100 years.  tfi’s voice is 
powerful because of the strength and efforts of its membership working together for a common cause. 

tfi is proud to represent the commercial fertilizer industry in the united states, an industry that has 
a distinguished heritage. issues of interest to tfi members include security, climate change, energy, 
transportation, the environment, and worker health and safety.

tfi has established a solid record of legislative and regulatory victories, which have afforded America’s 
farmers with the tools necessary to produce bountiful crops to feed our growing nation and world. 

As an association, tfi is driven to provide the best results for our members and believe that every task 
undertaken must be accomplished accurately, expeditiously and economically.

history

tfi traces its roots back to 1883, when a 
group of visionary industry leaders met 
to form the national fertilizer Association 
(nfA). the founders of this association 
worked together to promote total 
industry growth, just like tfi’s current 
leaders.

ten years later in 1893, fertilizer 
manufacturers from indiana, Kentucky, 
western new York, ohio and tennessee 
formed the fertilizer Manufacturers 
of the West. A similar association for 
“eastern” fertilizer manufacturers, the 
Chemical fertilizer Manufacturers 
Association, was formed in 1897. in 
1901, the two groups joined to form 
the fertilizer Manufacturers Association 
(fMA). in 1925, fMA and nfA merged, 
and once again there was one national 
fertilizer Association.

in 1955, nfA became the national plant 
food institute (npfi), and in 1969, a 
successful merger between npfi and 
the Agricultural nitrogen institute (Ani) 
resulted in tfi.

Tfi leadership

tfi is governed by a 39-member board 
of directors, representing the importing, 
manufacturing, wholesale and retail 
sectors of the fertilizer industry.  the 
board advises tfi on broad public policy 
goals and in turn, tfi staff works together 
with several working committees to 
put initiatives in place.  in addition, the 
executive committee of the board is 
comprised of tfi’s president, the chair 
and vice chair of the board, and up to  
14 other board members.

Tfi mission

tfi’s mission is to represent, promote  
and protect the fertilizer industry.

to accomplish its mission, tfi has 
established the following strategic 
initiatives:

 to represent, promote and protect 
a sound fertilizer industry through 
legislative and regulatory activities  
at the federal, state and local level.

 to effectively address issues  
impacting tfi member companies.

 to promote a favorable public  
image of the fertilizer industry  
and agriculture.

 to share knowledge about the  
fertilizer industry with members, 
government and the agriculture  
industry on issues relating to  
fertilizer and the farm economy.

abouT The ferTilizer insTiTuTe
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highlighTs of 2009
Top to bottom: 
Members of Congress 
in attendance at the 
event included Rep. 
Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.); 
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry 
(R-Neb.); and Rep. 
Stephanie Herseth 
Sandlin (D-S.D.).

harvesTfesT
on sept. 30 tfi hosted its fourth annual 
harvestfest. the event has become a fall 
tradition for members of Congress and 
their staff, who each year are invited by tfi 
to take part in the festive occasion, which 
features food and pumpkins for all.

Left to right: TFI Vice President of Scientific Programs Bill Herz testifies before the House Agriculture Committee; 
During congressional swearing-in ceremonies on Capitol Hill, TFI visited with Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.);  
Rep. Charlie Melancon (D-La.); and Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.); TFI President Ford West speaks with Rep. Glenn W.  
“GT” Thompson (R-Pa.) after testifying before the House Agriculture Committee; and TFI meets new U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack



highlighTs of 2009 ferT pac 
tfi’s political action committee, feRt 
pAC, exists to represent the public policy, 
legislative and regulatory needs of 
producers, manufacturers, retailers and 
transporters of fertilizer. the key role of 
feRt pAC is to develop relationships with 
policymakers who defend agriculture 
and recognize the role of the industry in 
supporting a strong agricultural sector.

Top to bottom: In 2009 FERT PAC hosted its first annual casino night, 
and honored Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho); Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.); 
Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.); Rep. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.); and Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow (D-Mich.).

advocacy
With the election of a 
new Congress and a new 
administration, the process 
of educating policymakers 
and agency representatives 
about the fertilizer industry’s 
role in world food production 
began once more in 2009. tfi’s 
advocacy efforts spanned from 
face-to face meetings  
to testimony.

dig iT!
While attending the 2009 World fertilizer Conference in Washington, D.C., delegates 
had the opportunity to tour Dig It! The Secrets of Soil exhibit, which was sponsored 
by tfi on behalf of the nutrients for life foundation. the exhibit was housed at the 

smithsonian institution’s national Museum of 
natural history from July 2008 to January 2010.
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“ The weekly conference calls instituted in  
2009 were extremely efficient and effective  
in involving every interested TFI member  
on climate change and energy issues. Working  
together through TFI, we have the best chance  
of communicating our needs and concerns, and  
lobbying for actions that will preserve our  
economic health while addressing greenhouse  
gas emissions.”

Karen chasez, potashcorp, chair of Tfi’s climate change Task force

 every $3 increase in the price 
of natural gas adds more than 
$1 billion to the cost of nitrogen 
production.

 the fertilizer industry directly 
employs more than 24,800 
people, who produced fertilizers 
valued at $15.1 billion in 2006.

 Jobs in the fertilizer 
manufacturing industry had an 
average annual compensation  
of $76,000, which was almost  
80 percent higher than the  
u.s. average compensation 
across all industries.

In the spotlIght

TFI hosts a July 8 climate change 
task force meeting; TFI developed a 
new climate change issue briefing 
brochure; and TFI invited Senate 
Committee on Environment and 
Public Works’  Tom Hassenboehler 
to address task force members 
during an April 16-17 meeting.

Far left: Sen. Kit Bond 
(R-Mo.) discusses issues 
surrounding the nitrogen 
fertilizer industry under 
a potential cap and trade 
system during a May 19 
hearing. Left: TFI President 
Ford West testifies before 
the U.S. Senate Republican 
Conference.

Lange-Stegmann’s Tim Healey 
testifies before the Senate 
Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. Right: TFI 
and Koch Nitrogen coordinate 
a congressional tour at Koch 
Nitrogen’s Enid, Okla., facility for 
Rep. Frank Lucas (R-Okla.).



members of The 111Th congress, both in the senate and the house of Representatives, 
considered several pieces of legislation to address greenhouse gas (GhG) emissions. on June 26, the 
u.s. house of Representatives passed the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (h.R. 2454) 
by a vote of 219 to 212.  Within a few months, the senate had followed suit and its environment and 
public Works Committee favorably reported the Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act (s. 1733), 
the first step in the senate towards enacting climate change legislation.  in lieu of Congress taking 
action on climate change, the u.s. environmental protection Agency (epA) in December announced 
its proposed endangerment finding for GhGs, which seeks to provide epA with the authority to 
regulate GhG emissions under the Clean Air Act (CAA).  this proposed regulation could have serious 
implications for the agricultural sector and will be closely monitored and commented on by tfi.

tfi staff engages members of its climate change task force and energy council via a weekly 
conference call in order to stay abreast of current legislation and regulation  and to better 
communicate the impacts of proposed government led climate efforts on the nation’s food security.

climaTe change and energy

messaging 

tfi remained highly engaged on climate 
issues throughout the year.  Whether 
testifying before members of Congress, 
walking the halls of Capitol hill or 
engaging with regulatory agencies, 
tfi stressed  the need for lawmakers to 
consider science-based data, as well as 
the dramatic impact these policies could 
have on national food security and u.s. 
jobs.  throughout its communications 
initiatives, tfi emphasized that, as 
written, these bills will render the u.s. 
nitrogen industry uncompetitive against 
producers in nations without climate 
policies and threaten to force fertilizer 
production overseas to countries that do 
not regulate emissions resulting in a loss 
both for the economy and for the cause 
of reducing Co2 emissions.

demonstrating  our  
economic contributions

in order to better address the effects of 
certain climate change legislation on 
the industry and the nation’s economy, 
tfi commissioned a study by Charles 
River Associates (CRA) that demonstrates 
the economic contributions of the u.s. 
fertilizer manufacturing industry.  the 
CRA report shows the fertilizer industry 
directly and indirectly supports 244,000 
jobs and adds $57.8 billion to the u.s. 
economy.  the united states has a 
significant fertilizer manufacturing 
industry, with production plants and 
distribution facilities across the country 
that provide jobs, create value for 
investors, and support a large network 
of suppliers that also provide jobs and 
create value.  CRA also calculated that 
if 50 percent of the u.s. agricultural 
production is dependent upon fertilizer 
use, that fertilizer use in the united states 
alone provides an economic value of up 
to $300 billion.

bmps reduce ghg emissions 

throughout its educational efforts both in 
the legislative and regulatory arenas, tfi 
noted that there are application practices 
based on fertilizer best management 
practices (BMps) that demonstrate 
farmers’ capacity to reduce nitrous 
oxide emissions from the field. properly 
balanced plant nutrition through fertilizer 
BMps, such as 4R nutrient stewardship, 
will maximize the capture of carbon 
dioxide through crop photosynthesis 
and carbon sequestration.  in addition 
to protecting the environment, this site-
specific BMp ensures that farmers achieve 
profitability, while providing a sustainable 
food supply.

tfi believes that u.s. farmers can play an 
important role in the reduction of climate 
change related emissions.  While h.R. 2998 
lists several agricultural practices to avoid 
or reduce GhG emissions that reflect a lack 
of understanding of the science behind 
the nitrogen cycle and the essential role 
of plant nutrients in food production, 
tfi was pleased to see that agricultural 
offset language (s. 2729) introduced by 
sen. Debbie stabenow (D-Mich.) and six 
democrat co-sponsors uses science-based 
recommendations to promote BMps for  
the application of fertilizer inputs.

In the spotlIght
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“ Stakeholders are increasingly concerned 
about the impact our industry is having 
on them and sustainability. In 2009, TFI 
took several steps to engage stakeholders 
in an effort to better understand their 
concerns and to communicate how the 
industry is managing issues like product 
stewardship, climate change and nutrients 
in the environment. TFI also took steps to 
communicate the key role our products play 
in sustainability through food production, 
improving economic returns and building 
soil quality. This is a long-term effort and the 
messaging developed by TFI provides a solid 
foundation for future communications that 
are science-based and credible. ”

doug beever, agrium, chair of Tfi’s communications council

 tfi released three new issues 
briefing brochures in 2009.

 tfi issued 19 news releases.

 tfi conducted more than a 
dozen interviews with members 
of the national Association of 
farm Broadcasters on issues 
ranging from climate change to 
environmental stewardship.

In the spotlIght

TFI hosted a North 
American fertilizer 
industry risk 
communication 
workshop.

TFI releases value of 
the retailer brochure.

Above:  TFI Chairman and Terra Industries CEO Michael Bennett 
participated in the opening panel discussion of the 2009 World 
Agricultural Forum in St. Louis, Mo., on May 18. Right: TFI Director of 
Communications Estelle Grasset participated in the National Association 
of Farm Broadcasters’ annual Washington Watch.

TFI Vice President of 
Public Affairs Kathy 
Mathers participated in 
the 2009 Commodity 
Classic.



one industry message

tfi works closely with 
its member company 
representatives on all policy 
issues. A member of the 
public affairs staff is present 
during all policy meetings 
and conference calls to ensure 
that tfi and the fertilizer 
industry’s messages are 
cohesive and can easily be 
utilized and supported by 
affiliated state associations 
and member companies. 
tfi communications 
pieces – testimony, talking 
points, brochures or 
guidelines – benefit from 
tfi’s communication staff’s 
expertise and member 
input. in 2009, tfi added to 
its series of issues briefing 
brochures, which provide a 
comprehensible overview of 
its activities in various policy 
arenas, by releasing The U.S. 
Fertilizer Industry and Climate 
Change Policy and the 4R 
Nutrient Stewardship System.

communicating  
with farmers

4R nutrient stewardship 
is at the cornerstone of 
all of tfi’s nutrient related 
communications activities 
aimed at farmers, the media, 
Certified Crop Advisors 
and other stakeholder 
organizations.  this year, 
to further its efforts, tfi 
released a brochure to 
highlight the essential role 
that fertilizer retailers play in 
delivering reliable sources 
of nutrients for farmers to 
maintain healthy soils and 
grow abundant crops. in 
addition to getting this 
information into farmers’ 
hands, tfi also shares fertilizer 
industry updates through a 
collaborative arrangement 
with the national Association 
of farm Broadcasters (nAfB). 
through this mutually 
beneficial relationship, tfi 
and nAfB work together to 
address grower concerns and 
questions regarding issues, 
such as supply and demand, 
the impact of cap and trade 
legislation on the agriculture 
community or opportunities 
for increasing nutrient use 
efficiency.

risk communications

in an effort to bring key 
professionals from the 
industry together to 
formulate strategies and 
messages to better address 
issues, such as greater 
environmental awareness 
and activism, climate 
change, water quality, food 
security and health, tfi 
hosted a risk communication 
workshop.  the session, 
which was moderated by 
Dr. Vincent Covello, founder 
and director of the Center 
for Risk Communication, 
provided an opportunity for 
tfi and a number of member 
company representatives to 
discuss priority issues and 
develop industry messages.
the initiative will continue 
in 2010 as members of the 
communications council 
work together to ensure 
the industry is prepared to 
effectively communicate on 
key issues that impact or are 
impacted by fertilizer use and 
production.

collaborating with 
members

on all issues affecting 
the fertilizer industry, tfi 
works in partnership with 
its members to identify 
broader opportunities to 
communicate the fertilizer 
industry’s successes, 
initiatives and contributions. 
for example, after releasing 
its study on the economic 
contributions of the fertilizer 
manufacturing sector, tfi 
coordinated a member 
facility congressional tour for 
Rep. frank lucas (R-okla.) at 
Koch nitrogen’s plant in enid, 
okla. During the event, Rep. 
lucas had the opportunity to 
meet the men and women 
in the industry and discuss 
the jobs that support local 
families and economies. tfi 
also worked with members 
in the states of louisiana 
and florida to distribute 
specific data regarding 
the contributions of the 
nitrogenous and phosphatic 
fertilizer sectors to those 
states’ economies.

communicaTions

9

communicaTion is aT The hearT of all tfi activities and tfi’s public affairs programs support a vast 
range of member services and stakeholder outreach efforts. Whether communicating about the impact of 
climate change policy on the farm community or ensuring the industry’s science-based messages about 
nutrients in the environment are heard by policymakers, farm commodity organizations, the media and the 
public, effective communication is a core member service.

As the national association representing the fertilizer industry in Washington, D.C., tfi’s mission is to unite its 
membership and engage their knowledge and passion to create one united voice for the industry – these 
contributions are essential in order to develop effective advocacy programs. With one strong and effectively 
communicated message, the industry speaks as one voice and its advocacy efforts are stronger.



“ TFI’s conferences are simply 
too important to miss.  Well 
organized and highly informative, 
they also give me an opportunity 
to meet new members of our 
industry and renew well-
established relationships.  I also 
benefit from the information 
provided by TFI’s professional 
staff.  The conferences underscore 
what a valuable resource we have 
in Washington, D.C.”

david delaney, potashcorp, chair of Tfi’s 
conference advisory Task force 

Above: Gavilon Fertilizer, LLC President Brian 
Harlander, Professor Michael Mandelbaum and 
TFI’s West. Below: Crop Production Services, Inc.’s 
Van Cooper, American Plant Food Corporation 
President and CEO Donald Ford and BASF 
Corporation’s Randall Hulvey.

Kirby Agri, Inc.’s Carroll Kirby, Sylvite Sales’ James 
Brown, International Raw Materials, LTD’s Tip 
O’Neill and Bi-En Corp’s Dick Hartmann

Above: PotashCorp President and CEO 
Bill Doyle, Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine K. Albright, TFI’s West, Intrepid 
Potash, Inc. Chairman and CEO Bob Jornayvaz 
and Simplot President and CEO Bill Whitacre. 
Right: Former congressman Charlie Stenholm 
and El Dorado Chemical Company Senior Vice 
President of Ag Products Phil Gough.



conferences

Tfi fertilizer marketing business meeting

in february, tfi held its 2009 fertilizer Marketing Business 
Meeting in san Diego, Calif., gathering nearly 600 delegates. 
intrepid potash president and Chief executive officer and tfi 
Vice Chairman Bob Jornayvaz provided an annual report to 
the membership that emphasized the factors that resulted in 
fertilizers being recognized as a global strategic commodity 
in 2008 and described the regulatory, legislative and 
stewardship initiatives that were undertaken by the institute 
in order to protect and promote the fertilizer industry.

While at the meeting, delegates had the opportunity to attend 
first-rate breakfast sessions. Ruben navarrette, an editorial 
writer for the San Diego Union Tribune, provided insights on 
the media coverage of the 2008 presidential election and 
offered his views of what may be expected during the first 100 
days of the new administration and Congress. on Wednesday 
morning, delegates received an agriculture policy outlook 
from former Congressman and 26-year house Agriculture 
Committee member Charlie stenholm.

World fertilizer conference

in september, tfi hosted its 2009 World fertilizer Conference 
in Washington, D.C., for the first time in its 33 year history.  
More than 700 world industry leaders and decision makers 
from over 50 countries traveled to the u.s. capital to conduct 
business meetings and attend conference sessions.

the conference was a wonderful opportunity for tfi and its 
staff to showcase the institute’s “hometown,” as well as one 
of the world’s most popular museums.  While attending the 
conference, delegates had the opportunity to tour Dig It! The 
Secrets of Soil exhibit, which is sponsored by tfi on behalf 
of the nutrients for life foundation, at the smithsonian 
institution’s national Museum of natural history. through its 
sponsorship, tfi lent its expertise to help highlight the role 
of soil nutrients and help the museum’s visitors distinguish 
the difference between dirt and soil.

in addition, attendees participated in two breakfast sessions 
featuring speakers as part of tfi’s distinguished lecture 
series.  former u.s. secretary of state Madeleine K. Albright 
provided an insightful glimpse into her past and present 
involvement in a wide range of foreign relations issues.  she 
also fielded delegates’ questions regarding how she would 
approach some of the current diplomatic challenges facing 
the united states.  Michael Mandelbaum, the Christian A. 
herter professor of American foreign policy at the Johns 
hopkins university school of Advanced international 
studies, provided conference delegates with an overview 
of the global economic meltdown that began to unfold in 
2008.  his address also touched upon some of the solutions 
that may be proposed as the united states, and the rest of 
the world, continue to work toward financial recovery. 
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in conjuncTion WiTh members of its conference advisory task force, tfi staff work diligently to provide 
top-notch backdrops for industry representatives to conduct business and learn about trends in agriculture 
and the industry. As a commodity, fertilizer is subject to fluctuations within the global marketplace. in 2009, 
with attention shifting from the world food crisis to the economic meltdown, tfi’s conferences attracted 
record numbers of delegates domestically and internationally who gathered to network and receive updates 
on the latest trends affecting the industry.



  Domestic shipments of nitrogen and phosphate 
decreased 24 percent from fY07/08 to fY08/09.

  u.s. imports for potash, which account for  
about 85 percent of total supply, declined  
by 50 percent.

  experts at the outlook conference concluded 
that the u.s. nitrogen market should see growth 
of eight percent in fY09/10.  World demand for 
phosphate was projected to grow by 5.9 percent 
in fY09/10; meanwhile world potash demand was 
also forecast to show recovery in fY09/10 and 
return to a long-run growth rate of 2.5 percent.

In the spotlIght
TFI’s Economics Council met in 
conjunction with the Outlook 
and Technology Conference

TFI hosts a discussion 
on funding for the NASS 
chemical usage survey 
including the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, 
the National Cotton Council, 
Syngenta, Cornerstone, 
Ashmore & Associates, 
CropLife America, the Minor 
Crop Farmer Alliance, the 
U.S. Apple Association and 
the Agricultural Retailers 
Association.

TFI shares highlights of the 
CRA report with the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry minority 
staff during a July 20 briefing.

TFI Vice President of 
Economic Services Harry 
Vroomen, Intrepid Potash’s 
Ken Taylor and Cargill’s Mike 
Ingebretson tour the Cargill 
Blair facility in Nebraska 
during a council meeting.



economics
accuraTe daTa is aT The core of tfi’s policy and member service activities and  tfi’s economics 
Council is a key link in tfi’s efforts to formulate a strong and consistent case for the industry in the 
legislative, regulatory and public affairs arenas with economic and statistical analyses.  the council 
also monitors other fertilizer-related statistical information, identifies potential inaccuracies or 
misrepresentations of the industry, initiates corrective action when necessary, and develops action  
plans to meet statistical needs not currently being met by existing sources.

strong information 

facts and numbers are essential to explain the fertilizer industry in today’s fast-moving environment, 
whether responding to inquiries about jobs, food production or the nitrogen fertilizer industry’s 
consumption of natural gas.  tfi generates data, much of which is only available through the association 
and is complimentary to all dues-paying members.  this robust statistical package includes eight reports 
that provide timely fertilizer industry economic information, such as fertilizer production, inventories, 
trade and disappearance, as well as feedgrade phosphate sales.  in addition, tfi works with the Association 
of American plant food Control officials to compile Commercial Fertilizers – a state by state summary of 
fertilizer sales by product – available at a reduced rate for tfi members.

fertilizer outlook and Technology conference

tfi and the fertilizer industry Round table hosted the annual 
fertilizer outlook and technology Conference in tampa, 
fla., during the last week of october.  the meeting brought 
together experts who shared their insights on what agriculture 
commodities markets will look like in 2010, notably featuring 
presentations on the outlook for n, p and K.  some of the 
panelists concurred that the 2010 fertilizer year should show 
some recovery, driven by world demand, which hinges on a 
growing world population, increased demand for grains and a 
decline in available arable land.

With the fall 2009 season significantly delayed due to a slow 
harvest, international plant nutrition institute (ipni) president 
terry Roberts presented a timely update on nutrient balances in 
the soil. Roberts emphasized that as farmers are harvesting their 
crops, they should bear in mind that they are mining nutrients 
from the ground that cannot be replenished without fertilizer 
inputs, explaining that you cannot take more out of the soil than 
is put in without degrading its quality and potential to grow 
future harvests of healthy and abundant food.
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“ TFI statistical reports provide 
timely, accurate and consistent data 
about North American crop nutrient 
markets.  These statistics help all 
industry participants to better 
understand production, shipment 
and inventory trends, and to make 
more informed operating and 
commercial decisions.”

joseph fung, The mosaic company ,  
chair of Tfi’s economics council 



“ Nutrient issues will be front and center for the 
industry. We should be involved in improving 
our own manufacturing processes and in 
helping farmers minimize nutrient runoff.”

david jellerson, The mosaic company, chair of Tfi’s 
environmental, health and safety council

TFI Vice President of 
Member Services Pam 
Guffain participates in 
the National Agronomic 
Environmental Health 
and Safety School.

TFI’s Herz tours 
Monsanto 
Mobile Unit.

TFI hosts Missouri Ag 
Leaders of Tomorrow.

 july 2009  tfi participates in the CtiC 
Conservation in Action tour, during which tfi 
and many of its members, farmers and retailers 
demonstrated tactics for efficiently managing 
nutrients in conservation tillage systems.     

october 2009  the u.s. Department of 
Agriculture natural Resources Conservation 
service advocates for inclusion of 4R nutrient 
stewardship in its updated 590 standard, which 
is designed to establish an acceptable criteria for 
managing nutrient applications. 

december 2009   tfi’s membership successfully 
completes its review and update of the 
Aboveground Storage Tanks of Liquid Fertilizer — 
Recommended Inspection Guidelines.

In the spotlIght



environmenTal  healTh and safeTy
Tfi is sTrongly commiTTed to product stewardship initiatives that advocate the safe and 
environmentally responsible development, transportation, application and storage of fertilizers.   
throughout 2009, tfi continued its efforts to promote 4R nutrient stewardship, which encourages  
the use of the right fertilizer source at the right rate, right time and right place, and was engaged  
in the process of several regulatory developments with implications for the industry. 

promoting safety guidelines for 
aboveground storage Tanks of 
liquid fertilizer

in June, tfi launched new efforts to 
promote its Aboveground Storage Tanks 
of Liquid Fertilizer – Recommended 
Inspection Guidelines. the safety 
guidelines were developed in 2001 
by the tank integrity Working Group, 
comprised of tfi’s membership, at the 
direction of the association’s board of 
directors.  new efforts to promote the 
guidelines among tfi’s membership 
began following a recommendation 
by the u.s. Chemical safety and hazard 
investigation Board (CsB), which came 
as a result of its investigation into the 
collapse of a large liquid fertilizer tank 
failure that occurred in Chesapeake, 
Va., in november 2008.  the CsB 
commended tfi for the development of 
the safety guidelines and recommended 
that tfi promote them among its 
members that contract with a third 
party for the storage of liquid fertilizers. 

in addition to complying with the 
CsB’s recommendation to promote 
the guidelines among its members, 
tfi has utilized its partnerships 
with affiliated state and regional 
agribusiness associations to further 
increase awareness of the guidelines 

throughout the agricultural sector.  tfi 
also pursued additional opportunities 
to educate the fertilizer industry on this 
matter by inviting the CsB to conduct 
presentations at meetings attended 
by industry members, including the 
national Agronomic environmental 
health and safety school.  

in november, tfi began collaborating 
with its members to complete any 
revisions that may be necessary 
to update and improve the safety 
guidelines.

 
contributing to the development 
of new and updated fertilizer 
analytical methods

tfi and the Association of Analytical 
Communities (AoAC) finalized an 
agreement in february 2009 to embark 
on a three-year project to develop 
new and updated fertilizer analytical 
methods.  the fertilizer industry 
successfully raised more than $200,000 
in order to fund the project.  in June, 
tfi took part in AoAC’s first meeting 
with fertilizer industry stakeholders to 
begin the process of developing various 
fertilizer testing methods. 

providing access to product  
Testing program data

in order to assist members with 
the compliance process associated 
with the Registration, evaluation, 
Authorization and Restriction of 
Chemicals (ReACh) program, tfi 
began to issue letters of access in 
April 2009, granting its members the 
right to cite data generated through 
tfi’s product testing program for 
use under the ReACh program.  Any 
fertilizer manufacturer that exports 
fertilizer products to the european 
union (eu) must be prepared to 
comply with the regulations stipulated 
by the ReACh program.  tfi and the 
european fertilizer Manufacturers 
Association (efMA) collaborated in 
past years to gain approval by the 
organization for economic Cooperation 
and Development (oeCD) on product 
testing data for five product testing 
dossiers on 25 fertilizer materials. 
the successful adoption by oeCD 
of those fertilizer products confers 
regulatory approval through the epA’s 
high production Volume (hpV) data 
challenge, and covers many of the 
important data points necessary in the 
eu’s current ReACh program.    
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“ The Institute is The Andersons’ eyes and ears in  
Washington, D.C., keeping me abreast of new  
policy and regulatory developments, leveraging  
the strength in the number of TFI membership  
to educate legislators and regulators so that  
the work they put out is based on sound science  
and aligned with the long-term interest of the  
American taxpayer. ”

denny addis, The andersons, chair of Tfi’s membership Task force

Right: TFI visits United Suppliers 
in Eldora, Iowa. Below: TFI 
hosts Florida Fertilizer and 
Agrichemical Association 
representatives.

Above: TFI hosts Gavillon 
Fertilizer Vice President Ken 
Schuster. Left: TFI visits the 
Agribusiness Association of 
Iowa and meets AAI Executive 
Officer Mark Reisinger.



membership
Tfi’s members are at the heart of the association and this 
philosophy is at the heart of every initiative the association 
undertakes.  Whether it’s working to address climate change 
policy or keeping members informed of emerging issues, tfi 
always has the interests of its members in mind.  in addition 
to legislative and regulatory advocacy efforts, tfi continued 
to provide its members with a wide range of economic and 
statistical data, assistance with public affairs matters and the 
individualized customer service for which it is so well known.  

tfi currently serves 144 members, including 80 regular members 
that are directly involved in the production, trade or sale of 
fertilizer.  tfi’s remaining 64 associate members provide products 
or services for the fertilizer industry. in addition, tfi works closely 
with 49 state association members that represent the fertilizer 
industry in their respective state. 

tfi members receive weekly electronic summaries of fertilizer-
related news as covered in the national media outlets via TFI 
NewsBrief; the association’s weekly letter from the president, TFI 
Report to Members, which includes TFI Market Update; and the 
association’s monthly newsletter, TFI Advocate.

tfi offers its members reduced meeting registration rates for its 
major meetings.  in addition, tfi waives the suite booking fee for 
member companies wishing to rent a suite to conduct business 
during the fertilizer Marketing Business Meeting and the World 
fertilizer Conference, where members can also exhibit for free.

in 2009, tfi garnered 23 new members.   
they include: 

Bnsf Railway, fort Worth, texas

Cn Rail, Calgary, AB, Canada

Dahlman Rose & Co., new York, n.Y.

Duquesne Capital Management, new York, n.Y.

Dome technology, llC, idaho falls, idaho

earthrenew, inc., Calgary, AB, Canada

fBs-floratine Biosciences, inc., Collierville, tenn.

Green prairie international, lethbridge, AB, Canada

JCo fertilizers de R.C. de C.V., Ciudad obregon, Mexico

Jp Morgan, new York, n.Y.

laser Detect systems, ltd., petah-tekva, israel

Masterblend international, llC, Beachwood, ohio

Mitsubishi international Corp., new York, n.Y.

Monke Brothers fertilizer Co., inc., fontanelle, neb.

Morral Companies, llC, Morral, ohio

Mo Valley Ag & farm supply, Rock port, Mo.

omex Agriculture, oak Bluff, MB, Canada

Rio tinto Minerals/u.s. Borax, forest City, Ark.

sA services, llC, the Woodlands, texas

uBs, new York, n.Y.

united suppliers, inc., eldora, iowa

Vale s.A., Belo horizonte/MG, Brazil

Viterra inc., Regina, sK, Canada 
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 on oct. 21, president Barack 
obama signed the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, food 
and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act of 2010 
into law, restoring funds to 
the Agricultural Chemical 
use program, which was last 
funded in 2007.

 AApfCo and CtiC endorse 
4R nutrient stewardship.

 tfi and Cfi collaborate 
to sponsor an article series 
coordinated and co-authored 
by ipni to increase CCA 
education about 4R nutrient 
stewardship.

In the spotlIght

TFI’s Herz and 
Agrium’s Paul Poister 
participate in the  
CTIC Conservation in 
Action Tour.

TFI hosts the American 
Society of Agronomy 
and International 
Crop Advisors to 
share its nutrient use 
related education and 
advocacy efforts.

TFI and CFI sponsor five-part article series 
on 4R nutrient stewardship, which was 
coordinated and co-authored by IPNI.

TFI releases 
4R nutrient 
stewardship issues 
briefing brochure.

“ Plain and simple, the 4Rs are best management 
practices for plant nutrients.  They are a 
science-based approach to increasing nutrient 
use efficiency.  This increased efficiency 
results in cleaner water and cleaner air for the 
environment, and higher yields and increased 
profits for producers.”

Tim healey, lange-stegmann, chair of Tfi’s advanced 
fertilizer Technology Task force

ferTilizer ofTen receives the 
blame for the negative environmental 
impacts of nutrients in the environment. 
the tfi/ipni nutrient use task force 
combines the advocacy strength of tfi 
with the agronomic knowledge of the 
international plant nutrition institute 
(ipni) to better equip the fertilizer 
industry with the resources to address 
challenges to nutrient use, both at the 
federal level and in areas of the country 
where local and state action could set 
national precedent. Members promote 
4R nutrient stewardship – which is 
based on the use of the right source 
at the right rate, right time and in the 
right place – as a means of helping 
farmers meet environmental, social and 
economic goals. 

the benefit of 4R stewardship is that it is 
a set of site-specific, science-based best 
management practices (BMps) focusing 
on sustainability. With this system, 
tfi is working to forge partnerships 
with grower groups and other key 
stakeholders to help promote the 
benefits of the program.

 Know Your Fertilizer 

Rights includes a quiz 

that may be complet-

ed to earn continuing 

education credits.

In addition to maximizing yields and farm profitability, your fertilizer customers want 

to reduce any impacts on the environment. Using the right fertilizer source at the 

right rate, right time, and right place — the  4 R nutrient stewardship system — is 

the key to achieving those economic and environmental objectives.  

Know Your Fertilizer Rights, appearing in this month’s Crops & Soils, is the first 

article in a five part article series created by the International Plant Nutrition  

Institute and sponsored by The Fertilizer Institute (TFI) and the Canadian Fertilizer 

Institute (CFI) that is designed to provide an explanation of the science behind the 

4 R nutrient stewardship system, as well as the environmental, economic and 

social benefits that come from making the right nutrient use decisions. For more 

information regarding the Know Your Fertilizer Rights article series and the  

4 R nutrient stewardship system, visit www.ipni.net. 

As a crop manager, you know  

your customers are relying on  

you to maximize their profits per acre.

Right Product @ Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place® is a trademark registered by the Canadian Fertilizer  

Institute on behalf of the fertilizer industry.



nuTrienTs in The environmenT

garnering support for 4r  
nutrient stewardship

in early 2009, tfi continued its efforts to 
promote fertilizer BMps by collaborating 
with the Canadian fertilizer institute 
(Cfi) to sponsor a five-part article series 
on 4R nutrient stewardship that was 
coordinated and co-authored by ipni 
scientists and published by Crops & Soils 
magazine. Crops & Soils is the magazine 
of choice for practicing professionals in 
agronomy, crops and soils, and focuses 
on solutions to the daily challenges 
facing those working in the field. the 
first article of the series appeard in the 
March/April 2009 edition of Crops & Soils 
and provided an overview of the 4Rs, 
with the subsequent articles providing 
an in-depth look at each specific 
fertilizer “right.” All of the articles in the 
series give readers the opportunity to 
earn continuing education credits.

extending into the  
nation’s backyards

in addition to promoting the 4R system 
among the agricultural sector, tfi 
also encouraged its use among golf 
course superintendents by publishing a 
brochure specifically focused on the role 
of fertilizers in maintaining golf courses 
and other recreational services. the 
brochure, as well as several testimonials 
by golf course owners regarding the 
benefits of fertilizers, appeared in the 
March 14 issue of Golf Week magazine. 

With several states considering no 
p or low p mandates, the industry is 
working to ensure that fertilizers on 
lawns and gardens are used in a manner 
consistent with 4R nutrient stewardship. 
in 2009, tfi brought together a group 
of member company experts to 

participate in its new urban nutrient use 
subcommittee and begin groundwork 
on communicating about the 4Rs with 
homeowners. the communication 
messages surrounding tfi’s urban 
outreach program surround the delivery 
of straightforward BMp guidelines that 
yield environmental and social benefits, 
associated with sustaining healthy, 
green lawns. in a new partnership with 
companies that are engaged in the lawn, 
garden and landscape business, tfi now 
participates as a member of project 
everGreen’s Board of Directors – project 
everGreen’s mission is to preserve and 
enhance green spaces throughout 
American communities.

developing standardized 
benchmarks

from advocacy and work with the u.s. 
Department of Agriculture (usDA) 
on the reinstatement of the Chemical 
use survey and the addition of more 
fertilizer-specific data collection to 
the placement of the 4R program into 
the national 590 standard for nutrient 
management, tfi has been working 
to develop common indicators of 
progress in the context of nutrient use 
within agriculture. tfi also participates 
within a variety of expert workgroups 
framing these measures of sustainable 
agriculture, including the field to 
Market workgroup, leonardo Academy 
workgroup, the Monsanto workgroup, 
and both the Johnson and Duke 
foundations.

providing industry Tools

tfi released a four-page brochure in 
2009 highlighting the fertilizer industry’s 
commitment to product stewardship 
and endorsement of the 4R system that 
protect the environment, help reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and support 
the efficient production of nutritious 
and affordable food. the brochure is 
available for members and affiliated 
state associations to co-brand. With 
more than 10,000 copies dispatched 
through these relationships with 
members, the brochure is being placed 
in the hands of growers, policymakers 
and regulatory agencies.

building on partnerships

through its work with industry groups, 
tfi this year was successful in seeking 
the endorsement of the 4R system by 
two key associations – the Association 
of American plant food Control officials 
and the Conservation technology 
information Center (CtiC). Moreover, 
tfi also serves on CtiC’s Board of 
Directors and as such contributes to its 
conservation in action tour. the event is 
an opportunity for farmers and retailers 
to demonstrate tactics for efficiently 
managing nutrients in conservation 
tillage systems. this year, the tour was 
organized in illinois and emphasized 
how BMps can be used to protect water 
quality and sequester carbon.
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november 2009  the u.s.  
house of Representatives passes  
the Chemical Facility Antiterrorism 
Act of 2009 (h.R. 2868).

september 2009  tfi joins 26 
associations and the u.s. Chamber 
of Commerce in sending a letter to 
Congress addressing concerns over 
chemical security legislation.

october 2009  At the request 
of Dhs’s office of infrastructure 
protection, tfi issues a memorandum 
to members of the tfi security task 
force to obtain information on behalf 
of the agency regarding any adverse 
effect that the h1n1 flu virus may be 
having on chemical facilities. 

In the spotlIght

“ Through the committees, members have 
the opportunity to better understand new 
requirements.  We interact directly with the 
agencies and legislators to share our concerns and 
influence the final outcome.  The fertilizer industry 
has worked together to develop tools to improve 
safety and security.  Companies network and share 
best practices to help the fertilizer industry be a 
leader ensuring that our workplaces and products 
are safe and secure.”

pamela beilke, apache nitrogen, chair of Tfi’s security Task force

Left: CALAMCO’s Martin 
Jeppeson meets Rep. 
Dan Lauren (R-Calif.) 
after testifying before the 
House Homeland Security 
Committee. Below: TFI 
hosts a meeting of its 
security council July 14-15.

PotashCorp’s Debe Allen and Terra 
Industries’ Dan Walters, who is also 
vice chairman of the Chemical Sector 
Coordinating Council, discussed security 
issues during a visit to TFI’s offices.



securiTy

collaborating with members to 
address the industry’s concerns

As the chemical security debate 
surrounding the reauthorization of 
CfAts got underway, several provisions 
with implications for the fertilizer 
industry were introduced.  of particular 
concern, was the inclusion of a mandate 
known as inherently safer technology 
(ist), an engineering process which 
evaluates all systems within an operation 
to determine if there could be a “safer” 
technology used, whether it be a part, 
valve, motor or even product.  tfi 
strongly opposed the inclusion of 
ist due to its potential to disrupt the 
fertilizer supply and demand chain by 
encouraging product substitution, which 
may jeopardize the availability of lower-
cost sources of plant nutrient products 
for agronomic purposes. 

Due to the risk posed by ist and other 
components that were introduced, 
including the removal of an exemption 
for facilities that are regulated under the 
Maritime transportation security Act, as 
well as a provision that would allow for 
civil lawsuits against the Department of 
homeland security (Dhs) and chemical 
facilities, tfi called upon its members to 
participate in meetings and hearings on 
Capitol hill.  

specifically, tfi facilitated a meeting 
between member company terra 
industries inc., which has a facility in the 
home district of house Committee on 
homeland security Chairman Bennie 
thompson (D-Miss.), in order to further 
depict the impact that ist may have 
on the industry.  tfi also arranged for 
member company representative Martin 
Jeppeson of CAlAMCo to testify at a 
hearing before the house homeland 
security Committee regarding 
reauthorization of CfAts. 

Although the house passed the Chemical 
Facility Antiterrorism Act of 2009 (h.R. 
2868) in november with the ist mandate 
intact, the senate opted to extend for 
one year the current legislation in place 
that allows Dhs to regulate chemical 
facilities.  As a result, tfi will continue 
to work with its members to educate 
policymakers regarding the industry’s 
position as the house and senate work 
toward a collaborative agreement on 
the reauthorization of chemical facility 
legislation.  

establishing connections with Key 
players in the security arena

in 2009, tfi continued its participation 
on the Chemical sector Coordinating 
Council (CsCC) as part of its efforts 
to help foster and facilitate the 
coordination of sector-wide activities 
and initiatives designed to improve 
physical and cyber security across a 
variety of sectors and with Dhs.   

tfi also continued to foster its 
relationship with Dhs in 2009 by inviting 
representatives from the agency to 
tfi’s offices for issue briefings before 
members of the tfi security task force.  
the sessions provided a valuable 
opportunity for exchange of information 
and open dialogue on security 
regulations being developed and 
implemented, and in turn their potential 
impact to the fertilizer industry.

Keeping members informed of 
chemical security compliance 
measures

tfi regularly provides its members with 
information from Dhs regarding the 
implementation of CfAts and other 
security related issues.  Whether it’s 
providing a notice from Dhs regarding 
its tiered facility assessments or 
initiating a coordinated effort to address 
potential outbreaks of illness within the 
workplace, such as the h1n1 flu virus, tfi 
keeps its members informed of security 
related issues of importance that 
originate at the national level. 

Tfi is acTively engaged in promoting the industry’s commitment to security measures that 
prevent fertilizers from being used for any purpose for which they are not intended.  tfi’s role in 
educating regulatory and legislative officials of the industry’s position regarding chemical security 
policy was heightened in 2009 as Congress began efforts to reauthorize the Chemical facility Anti-
terrorism standards (CfAts), which were first issued by the Department of homeland security (Dhs) in 
April 2007 in response to a congressional mandate calling for Dhs to regulate the nation’s “highest risk 
chemical facilities.”   
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march 2009  the Department of transportation 
issues its final rule on interim rail tank car 
standards.  the standards allow the continued use 
of the 112J340 anhydrous ammonia rail tank car 
and adopt tfi’s recommendation that an enhanced 
400 pound car or a newly constructed 500 pound 
tank car be permitted as alternative tank cars.

may 2009  tfi becomes a sponsor of 
tRAnsCAeR, a voluntary program that focuses 
on helping local communities become better 
prepared for and respond to possible hazardous 
material transportation incidents. it also facilitates 
partnerships between communities and industry 
members and encourages the development of 
community emergency response plans.

may 2009  tfi releases “loading/unloading 
Anhydrous Ammonia Rail tank Cars in north 
America.”  the brochure was developed by tfi in 
partnership with its members in order to eliminate 
non-accidental releases of anhydrous ammonia. 

 

In the spotlIght

“ Serving as chair has allowed me to develop a 
better understanding of the various public affairs 
issues that can impact our business.  It has also 
given me the opportunity to meet and work 
with my colleagues in the industry.  TFI needs to 
continue to work as a central repository where 
the members can share their concerns or new 
developments.”

Kevin flahive, Koch nitrogen, chair of Tfi’s Transportation council

TFI releases NAR 
brochure; STB Acting 
Chairman Francis Mulvey 
addresses delegates 
at the North American 
Transportation Forum; 
TFI hosts representatives 
from the American 
Chemistry Council, the 
Chlorine Institute, the 
Association of American Railroads, the Railway 
Supply Institute and the Department of 
Transportation to discuss further research to 
determine a new rail tank car standard.



TransporTaTion

upholding the railroads’  
common carrier obligation

in 2009, TFI remained active on issues 
regarding the railroads’ concerns 
over liability in transporting toxic-by-
inhalation (TIH) materials, as well as 
their expressed desire to be relieved 
of their common carrier obligation. 
in february, union pacific (up) filed a 
petition with the surface transportation 
Board (stB) asking the agency to 
clarify the extent of its common carrier 
obligation and seeking guidance on 
its obligation to quote rates for new, 
lengthy movements of tih commodities 
that would displace closer sources and 
would require the transportation of these 
products through multiple high-threat 
urban areas. in response, tfi, along 
with other shippers of tih materials, 
submitted comments to the stB strongly 
opposing the up petition and in June, 
the stB issued a statement denying the 
up petition and upholding the railroads’ 
common carrier obligation.  

defending the agricultural  
hours of service exemption

As Congress took action in spring 2009 on 
a bill to reauthorize surface transportation 
legislation, which is commonly referred 
to as the “highway bill,”  tfi undertook 
efforts to educate policymakers 
regarding the importance of retaining the 
agricultural hours of service exemption. 

the exemption has been in place since 
1995 and allows agricultural carriers, 
including fertilizer transporters, to be 
exempt from hours of service regulations 
when operating within a 100 air-mile 
radius of their central base of operation 
during planting and harvest seasons, as 
established within each state. 

Continued inclusion of the exemption 
came into question following the 
Commercial Vehicle safety Alliance’s 
(CVsA) call for all exemptions to be 
dropped from surface transportation 
legislation. in late 2009, the u.s. senate 
and the u.s. house of Representatives 
reached agreement on a short-term 
extension of the current legislation. As 
a result, tfi is continuing its efforts to 
promote the value of maintaining the 
current agricultural exemptions and 
educating policymakers regarding the 
fertilizer industry’s position on the issue.   

promoting Transportation safety

in May 2009, tfi became a sponsor 
of the transportation Community 
Awareness and emergency Response 
(tRAnsCAeR) program. tRAnsCAeR is 
a voluntary national outreach program 
that was founded by up and Dow 
Chemical Company in 1986. the program 
focuses on helping local communities 
become better prepared for and 
respond to possible hazardous material 
transportation incidents. it also facilitates 

partnerships between communities and 
industry members and encourages the 
development of community emergency 
response plans. tRAnsCAeR members 
meet quarterly to review such issues as 
outreach events and grant requests from 
local coordinators who want to host a 
tRAnsCAeR training event.  

Tfi releases educational brochure 
to help reduce non-accidental 
releases of anhydrous ammonia

non-accidental release (nAR) of 
anhydrous ammonia from rail tank 
cars is a top issue for railroads and the 
federal Railroad Administration (fRA). 
in response, tfi formed an nAR Working 
Group comprised of its members to 
develop a brochure titled Recommended 
Practices for Loading/Unloading Anhydrous 
Ammonia Rail Tank Cars in North America 
- Reduce and Eliminate Non-Accidental 
Releases.  the brochure is accompanied by 
a DVD sponsored by tRAnsCAeR and the 
Association of American Railroads. the 
brochure and DVD are available free of 
charge to anhydrous ammonia shippers 
and to affiliated state and regional 
associations for distribution to their 
members who are receivers of anhydrous 
ammonia by rail.  

WheTher by rail, barge, truck or pipeline, the safe and efficient transportation of fertilizers is a critical 
component of the fertilizer supply and demand chain, and as a result is a priority issue for tfi.  Crop 
nutrients must be readily available for farmer customers’ use at the right time, making it essential for 
fertilizers to be able to move smoothly throughout the entire distribution system.  

tfi strives to ensure the ability of each sector of the industry to safely and cost-effectively transport 
fertilizers.  from the point of origin or manufacturing site, to the fertilizer wholesaler or retailer who 
eventually delivers and applies fertilizers to farmers’ fields, tfi is engaged with the legislative and 
regulatory transportation issues that matter most to its members.  
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sTaTemenT of financial posiTion 
As of June 30, 2009

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,380,388

Investments    4,428,420

Accounts receivable         30,104

Inventory, prepaid expenses and advances       145,340

Fixed assets, net of depreciation     166,211

Deferred compensation       115,780

Deposits         23,842

Total assets $ 8,290,085

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $    226,503

Contribution payable       250,000

Dues & registration collected in advance    3,518,041

Accrued pension expense         0

Deferred compensation       115,780

Accrued severance expense           7,664

Deferred rent         77,358

Total liabilities    4,195,346

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted assets    3,997,424

Temporarily restricted assets         97,315

Total net assets    4,094,739

Total liabilities and net assets $ 8,290,085

sTaTemenT of acTiviTies 
As of June 30, 2009

REVENUE

Membership dues $ 5,714,889

Conference fees    1,493,630

Publication sales         12,999

Investment and other income      (656,420)

PAC assets released for contribution          94,591

AOAC project support          15,000

Total revenue    6,674,689

EXPENSES

Total expenses   (6,133,758)

Decrease in unrestricted assets          53,903

Increase in restricted assets          46,159

Change in net assets       640,993

Net assets, beginning of year     3,453,746

Net assets, end of year  $ 4,094,739

The Institute prepares 
its financial statements 
on the accrual basis of 
accounting. Consequently, 
revenue is recognized 
when earned and 
expenses are recorded 
when the obligation is 
incurred. The Institute is 
exempt from the payment 
of income taxes on it’s 
exempt activities under 
Section 501(c)(6) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. 
The PAC is subject to tax 
on investment earnings.  
TFI’s financial statements 
have been audited by 
Mitchell, Wiggins & 
Company in Richmond, Va.

Administration
10%

industry statistics
7%

Conferences
19%

public Affairs
11%

foundation in-Kind
4%

Government Relations
49%

adminisTraTion
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Ameropa North America, Inc.
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Rentech Energy Midwest Corporation
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Frit Industries, Inc.
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Ronald Bryan 
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Farouk Chaouni 
Agrifos Fertilizer Inc.
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PotashCorp
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Gene Gauss 
Wilbur-Ellis Company
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Gavilon Fertilizer, LLC

Robert Jones 
Mississippi Phosphates Corporation
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Intrepid Potash, Inc.

Melih Keyman 
Keytrade AG

Carroll Kirby 
Kirby Agri Inc.

Steven Liebelt 
Dakota Gasification Company

Hugh Loomans 
Sylvite Sales Inc.

Emmanuel De Marez 
SQM North America

Billy Joe Miles 
Miles Farm Supply, LLC

Vladimir Nikolaenko 
Belarusian Potash Company

Steve Packebush 
Koch Fertilizer, LLC

George Porvaznik 
Jeffersonville River Terminal

James Prokopanko 
The Mosaic Company
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CVR Energy, Inc.

Cheryl Schmura 
CHS Inc.

James Spradlin 
GROWMARK, Inc.
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Ronald Stanton 
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Yara North America, Inc.
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The Fertilizer Institute
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Willard Agri-Service of Frederick, Inc.

Michael Wilson 
Agrium Inc.

Stephen Wilson 
CF Industries, Inc.
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Association
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