
Background:
The Conservation Title provides assistance 
to producers and landowners to adopt 
conservation activities on agricultural and 
forest lands to protect and improve water 
quality and quantity, soil health, wildlife 
habitat, and air quality.

Program practices range from conservation 
activities that address natural resource 
issues and benefit productivity of 
agricultural working lands, forestlands, 
and grasslands to wetlands restoration and 
temporary or permanent land retirement.

Our Asks:

Fertilizer is a key ingredient in feeding a 
growing global population, which is expected 
to surpass 9.7 billion people by 2050. In fact, 
half of all food grown around the world today 
is made possible through the use of fertilizer.  

Fertilizer & the Farm Bill

Right Source Right Rate Right Time Right Place

4R Nutrient Stewardship provides a 
framework to achieve these cropping 
system goals, such as increased 
production, increased farmer 
profitability, enhanced environmental 
protection, and improved sustainability.
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Conservation: 
4R Funding/Incentives for farmers

Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)
Projects that utilize innovative technology, 
such as enhanced efficiency fertilizers (e.g., 
slow and controlled-release fertilizers, 
stabilized nitrogen fertilizers), should be 
made a priority for funding. This innovative 
technology can help producers protect water 
quality, reduce greenhouse emissions, and are 
recognized by state fertilizer regulators.

Conservation Effects Assessment 
Program (CEAP) Reports
These reports are critical to measuring the 
positive impacts that changing practices are 
having on the environment. TFI strongly 
supports making these reports permanent to 
help drive science-based, data-driven policy 
with regard to nutrient management.

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)
TFI supports directing at least 10 percent of 
funds at managing the source, rate, timing, 
and placement of fertilizer on land.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
TFI supports funding for nutrient management 
practices covered by the NRCS 590 Nutrient 
Management Standard.

The Fertilizer Institute supports funding/incentives to encourage 
farmers to adopt 4R Nutrient Stewardship practices on their land. These 
investments are critical to addressing the ever growing challenge of doing 
more with less. Scientific studies have shown that implementing nutrient 
management practices based on source, rate, timing, and placement of 
fertilizer can have a significant impact on reducing the amount of nutrients 
lost to the environment. Our goal is to have all fertilizer applied using 4R 
Nutrient Stewardship principles.

As demand for food grows, farmers around the world 
will need to rely on fertilizer to produce more food 
while optimizing crop inputs. Fertilizers are essential to 
replenishing nutrients in the soil that are used by plants 
each growing seasons, thereby, raising soil productivity 
and improving soil health.
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Background:
Including competitive grants and capacity 
funding (i.e., awarded by formula) to 
Land-Grant Universities and state 
agricultural experiment stations, and 
intramural funding for USDA research 
agencies; identifies high-priority research 
areas and new research initiatives.

Fertilizer & the Farm Bill

Research: Leverage Public and Private 
Investments in 4R Nutrient Stewardship Research
The Fertilizer Institute supports scientific research, which is essential to giving 
farmers the information and tools necessary to ensure that our products 
contribute to crop growth and soil health. The fertilizer industry does more than 
talk about research. We are responsible for $11 million in funding ($5.5 million 
matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis) for research projects, including in several 
states whose waters flow into the Mississippi River.

However, more research is needed, and we urge Congress to continue funding 
science-based research to ensure that U.S. farmers have the information they 
need to continue the upward trajectory of fertilizer use efficiency.

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
TFI supports the RCPP and believes it should focus on helping farmers implement 4R practices 

on their farms. In addition, the program should be streamlined to make it accessible for those 

farmers most in need. 

Conservation Technical Assistance/ Technical Service Providers
Agricultural retailers are an important resource for farmers when it comes to providing 

agronomic recommendations and nutrient management planning. We believe the program can be 

streamlined to make it less burdensome and more attractive for farmers and agricultural retail 

technical service providers to facilitate the development of nutrient management plans.

Federal Agency Coordination
TFI strongly believes that USDA must have a seat at the table when any federal agency proposes 

or revises rules that impact a farmer’s ability to obtain fertilizers that are essential to growing 

their crops. Working with stakeholders to understand the potential unintended consequences of 

rulemakings is critical to ensure sound public policy.

Our Asks:

TFI believes that research projects 

examining nutrient management based 

on source, rate, timing, and placement of 

nutrients (the 4Rs) should be deemed a 

“high priority” research initiative.

In addition, we support maintaining 

appropriate funding levels for The 

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 

(AFRI) and reauthorizing the Foundation for 

Food and Agricultural Research (FFAR) to 

ensure that public-private partnerships in 

research can continue.

Other Priority Areas:

The Fertilizer Institute is the voice of the nation’s fertilizer 
industry. TFI’s membership includes fertilizer producers, 
wholesalers, retailers and trading firms. TFI serves its 
members through legislative, educational, technical, 

economic information and public communication 
programs. Find more information about TFI at TFI.org. 
Learn more about TFI’s nutrient stewardship initiatives at 
nutrientstewardship.org.


