
Grower:  Jesse (middle) and Rick Brunner (right)

Location: Almira, Washington
Retail Facility: Crop Production Services
Crop Advisor: Josh Bafus (left)
Retailer Location: Almira, Washington

Fifth Generation Farms 

is a 2,700-acre dry land 

farm growing winter 

wheat, spring wheat, 

triticale, spring barley 

and mustard.

CROPPING SYSTEM OBJECTIVES:  
To replace nutrients used by the previous crop to provide enough nutrients for the next crop  

to maximize yield without over fertilizing.

What Rick and Jesse say about the 4Rs: “The 

4R program epitomizes our philosophy to farm 

management. As a multi-generational farm, we are 

responsible not only to our current family to provide 

a living, but also to those that will come after us. We 

strive to improve our overall soil health, to limit our 

environmental impact, and to increase our profits 

while continuing the farm legacy we received.”

What Josh says about the 4Rs: “Crop 

Production Services and our growers promote 

the 4R Nutrient Stewardship Program to 

produce better crops with higher yields. 

We utilize the best management practices 

for agricultural sustainability as well as 

minimizing environmental impact for future 

generations to follow.”
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BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES IMPLEMENTED ON THE FARM:

•ApplyaqueousammoniaandMicroessentialswithsulfurandzincwithno-tilldrillatseeding

•Usevariablerateapplicationbasedonsoilandtissuesamplingaswellasyieldmapdata

•Createafertilizerprescriptionforeachindividualfieldandcrop

•Useabalancednutritionalprogramforvariouscropsnotonlytogrowbuttohelpwithdiseasecontrols 
as well

•Useprescriptionfertilizermapstoplacenutrientswheretheyareneeded

•Useweatherforecastingandknowledgeoflocalclimatetobettertimefertilizerapplications

•Usesoiltestdatatodetermineorganicmatter,cropresidueandnutrientneeds

FORMS OF NUTRIENTS APPLIED: 
MicroessentialsMESSZ12-400101zisusedasastarterplacedwiththeseed.Aqueousammoniais
placed between and below paired seed rows. We have used a custom dry blend to add potash and other 

micronutrients.WeaddThiosol12-0026withtheaqueousammoniaasasulfursource.

NUTRIENT USE EFFICIENCY:0.95lbsN/bushel,achievedthroughfertilizerBMPsandplacementwitha
JohnDeereConservaPak™1870directseeddrill.ThisprovidesseparationfromtheprimaryNsourceand
allowsstartertobeplacedwiththeseed.Wefeellikethisprecisionplacementgivesusa10%increase 
in efficiency.

Average Yield for Each Crop: 

Winterwheatyieldsanaverage81bushels/acre
Springwheatyieldsanaverage40bushels/acre 

Barleyyieldaverages58bushels/acre
Triticaleaverages99bushels/acre

Economic Measure of Savings: Seasonal moisture is our primary yield limiter. Conditions do not always 

alloweffectivepostemergencenitrogenapplications.Ourgoalistokeepourapplicationefficiencyunder 
1lbN/bushel.
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